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Beeb, toot, come and hoot with 


Window 


the bridal procession, yalla 


on 


By Marwan Asmar 

Star Stuff Writer 

Z?^? y ^ said - Jnd 1 ,hink many win agree, 

hai Jordan is a country of car honkers. Drivers blow 

lhe,r . hor " everywhere and anywhere nn the road— 
morning, noon and night. It's a sign of national jov. 

SH y l Sl u We r Ck ' L JordiJ n was literally turned upside 
down hy the football win against Syria. 

However nowhere is this honking phenomena 


more accepted than in wedding processions: when 
the bride and groom arc driven through the streets oj 
the city in a motorized procession for a it us* Jorda¬ 
nian party. And as we are already well into the sum¬ 
mer. which some say is the mating settson lor Jorda¬ 
nians. these processions, with hooting cars and an 
occasional firing of arms into the sky. is the norm. 
It's business galore for owners ol public reception 
hulls. 
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Jordan intervenes to save peace process 

Bombing 
responsibility 
remains mystery 
amid new threats 
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LA Times-Washingtoo 
Post News Service and 
agency reports 
OCCUPIED JERUSALEM— 
Amid threats of new suicide 
bombings. Israeli officials say 
(hey nre still struggling to 
determine the identities and 
allegiance of the two men " 
who carried out last week's ' 
attack on a produce market 
here. 

The 30 July bombing has 
thrust Israeli and Palestinian 
peacemaking to a new low, 
setting off waves of angry 
recriminations from both 
sides that threaten to swamp 
the 4-year-old dialogue. The 
crisis also has prompted a 
flurry of diplomacy, with 
Israel’s foreign minister fly¬ 
ing to Egypt for emergency 
talks Tuesday and His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has¬ 
san visit to West Jerusalem 
Wednesday. 

US special envoy Dennis 
Ross is scheduled to visit the 
region this weekend. 

But the fragility of the 
peace process was underlined 
with a new threat from the 
militant Islamic group Hamas, 
which claimed responsibility 
for the Jerusalem attack in a 
leaflet last week. In a state¬ 
ment faxed Tuesday to the 
Reuter news agency, the mili¬ 
tary wing of Hamas said it 
would launch a “chain of mar- 
tvrdom attacks” inside Israel 
because the Jewish state had 
not met a Sunday deadline to 
release all Palestinian 
pnioners-^n flf mar t yr dom 

attacks will come at the 
appropriate time to hit deep 
into Zionism. The Zionist 
entity state will become a 

state of frightened cowards 

that will know no rest .or 
security." Hamas s izz til . 
Deen A! Qassam Brigades 

said in its statement. 

Some Israeli and Paleslin- 
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FLU VACCINE—Clinical trial results announced last week by the US National Insti¬ 
tute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID) of the National Institutes of Health, 
indicate that A viron's intranasal cold adapted influenza vaccine prevented culture- 
confirmed influenza in nearly all the children who received it. Pictured here is a child 
receiving the nasal spray vaccine. Children are primary transmitters of the disease, 
which infects between 35 million and 50 million Americans each year. (Feature Pho¬ 
to Service) 


Government and opposition 

To talk or not to talk... 






"Let's hope these will be rain doods, Bifai." 


ian officials- have cast doubt 
on the authenticity of the 
recent leaflets, saying they are 
not typical of previous state¬ 
ments from Hamas. Nonethe¬ 
less. Israeli officials said they 
believe Hamas was behind the 
Jerusalem bombing, which 
killed 13 people in addition to 
the two bombers, and 
wounded 170 others. 

The group is believed 

responsible for attacks that 
have killed scores of Israelis 
in recent years. As yet. how¬ 


ever. Israel has no actual 
proof this time, a senior mili¬ 
tary official said Tuesday. 

The bombers' fingerprints 
and faces, which were largely 
intact after the explosions, are 
unknown to authorities here. 
No relatives have come for¬ 
ward to claim the bodies. And 
mourning tents, often erected 
at the homes of family mem¬ 
bers after previous suicide 
attacks, have not appeared in 
Palestinian communities. 


Continued on page 2 


By Raed AJ Abed 

Star Staff Writer 
LAST WEEK'S suicide bomb¬ 
ing in a West Jerusalem busy 
marketplace and Jordan’s 
efforts to ease tension, on the 
Palestinian-Israeli [rack have 
diverted attention from local 
political issues. Until last 
Wednesday's incident, the 
issue of the upcoming parlia¬ 
mentary elections had domi¬ 
nated Jordanian politics. How¬ 
ever. the internal political crisis 
which had erupted when the 
opposition parties, led b> the 
Islamists, derided lo boycott 
the November elections, has 
now cooled off—for the lime 
being at leasL 

Jusi when the government 
and (he Islamists were 
exchanging hints about how 
and when to start talking to 
each other. His Majesty the 
King appeared to he closing 
the door in the fjce of the 
Islamists. 

The government, which was 
toning down its tone, suddenly 
adopted a non-chalam stance 
regarding the proposed dia¬ 
logue. This come after the King 
made statements last week say¬ 
ing that there will “no dialogue 

unless il is in the hesi interest 
of this country and there will 
be no conditions.'' 

Addressing the graduates of 


the Vi h batch of army officers 
from lhe Royal War College, 
the King stressed "dialogue will 
nut be held over our democratic 
march. or over policies 
approved by Parliament which 
represent the people ul th/s 
country.” 

In order to put an end to the 
debate on the dale ut the com¬ 
ing elections, the cabinet, last 
Tuesday, fixed 4 November as 
the date for the parliamentary 
elections. 

Minister «.»f Interior Naihir 
RjshiJ called on all political 
forces in ihe country to play an 
active role in the elections m 
choose their next law makers. 

Rashid denied news ahnul 
the government's intention 10 
invite international observers to 
supervise the elections, as the 
opposition earlier demanded. 

However, both government 
and opposition arc ji logger- 
heads regarding who will fake 
the iniiiaiive to slan the dia¬ 
logue. Despite the fact that both 
are waiting a signal hy the other 
to arrange for talks, none is 
willing to make ihe first move. 

Despite this, the opposition. 

particularly Islamists, is accus¬ 
ing the government of closing 
ihe door to begin a meaningful 
dialogue with the political 
parlies. 

The Muslim Brotherhood. 


long considered as a historical 
ally of the political order, 
accused the government of 
going hack on its word to hold 
dialogue with the opposition 
without prior conditions. "The 
stand of the government con¬ 
solidates our belief that the 
boycott decision was right and 
is in the interest or the coun¬ 
try." said Mr Abdel Majeed 
Thuneihal. the Overseer of the 
Muslim Brotherhood. 

On his arrival from an offi¬ 
cial visit to Malaysia early this 
week. Prime Minister Dr Abdel 
Salam AI Majali said his gov¬ 
ernment will not arrange for 
any meeting but “we welcome 
any parry which asks to meet 
the government." 

Deputy Prime Minister Mr 
Ahdallah AI Nsoor. supported 
AI Majali's stand but added 
that "dialogue is welcomed but 
not on basics and principles." 
referring to certain legislations 
thai are already ratified by 
parliament. 

The iwo official's statements 
are noi going down well with 
the Brotherhood's leader. 'The 
statements arc surprising and 
signals the closing of the door 
for dialogue," adding that "we 

will discuss with the other par- 
lies our next slcp.” 


Continued on page 2 




Lebanon cats festival returns after 23-year interruption 


was a sign of hope. The arts fes- 
By Nora Boustany tiva i, which once attracted the 

‘ BAALBEK. luminaries of the art, world. Ml 

mournful voice „o( taken place since 19T4. 

the moonlit steps ot Ater so many .years of ^ 

accusing. reou*J ,, &' . u ,„ r f., re its return was 
Arabs of the ***** ^[her milestone in Lebanon's 

become like a ^ ^ toward normality 

Sunned. “When you look at “c This year * festival 

;Sf,*e ■ was only four days 


mirror shies _ /■ 
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5 V Report 

formance a 

the- famed.. 

Baalbek jance drama 

Fesnyal *» » Glory,” 

••Andalusia. and 
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v the dance drama 


P long. compared with 
s i x weeks in earlier 
years. But. as if to 
support its optimism, 
V + il coincided widi a 

n move by the State 

Department toward 
lifting the 10 -year ban 
on travel by~ US citizens to 

^SeA^ily.f ™ep re ^ 
KI eom* " We „ h “ ve 

°P C _ u-jn gamblers, she 

3 - W H ay -I^Tat^bat happened 
said- U» K " j Cames m 

5Ki we°r P is -me as 



anybody can be 

So il was that near the Bekaa 
Valiev, where American hos¬ 
tages once languished in capuv- 
kyand Israeli planes strafed 


farmland and guerrilla bases, 
thousands of Lebanese turned 
out for a ritual of cultural und 
national healing. 

The star of the festival was 


Globe-imtting Russian cellist 
Mstislav Rnstrupov ich. former 
conductor of the National Sym¬ 
phony Orchestra, who had per¬ 
formed at Baalbek as early its 
1956. "| believe culture is in Ihe 
genes." he said at a parly in his 
honor Tuesday night, "and this 
is whv il is here nuw 

Asset I\ s;tid the first call was 
made to Rostropovich early in 
February jnd though he said he 
had only had one night free until 
the year 2UUU. he aeeepied. He 
will he collecting a fee ol 
5100.000. 

But when Lebanon's beloved 
national singer Feirouz 
demanded 5.3 («u.hhi f.,r herself 
and S 35 U.IHX! for her dance 
troupe, the festival committee 
declined. Iusle.id. the Caraejlla 
Dance Theater, the Lebanese 
iroupc that perliirmed the Anda¬ 
lusia drama, agreed to perform 
for three nights at S25n.tk.Ki. 

"We had to start somewhere.'' 


said Asscilv. "If we were to wait 
for every thing to be perfect, we 
would he waiting for a very 
long time vet." 

'Hie committee was strapped 
for cash because nothing was 
left of the festival's old facili¬ 
ties. Lights, a sound system, 
chairs. loileLs—everything had 
to be bought and installed. Bui 
in the end. the hard work was 
rewarded: With tickets going for 
$14 to $ I IK), all four nights'sold 
out. 

Organizers were particularly 
concerned about the reaction of 
Bualbckis. who arc engaged in a 
campaign of civil disobedience, 
refusing to pay axes and utility 
bills in protesL against govern¬ 
ment neglect. Posters of Iranian 
leaders still adorn murals in this 
central Lebanese town, and Hez¬ 
bollah, the Iran-funded "Party of 
God." is entrenched in ihe 
countryside. 


Continued on page 2 


This is nothing..wait until he 
hears the sound of my new 
car horn!! 




The -um tuial of ihi> is that no marriage proces¬ 
sion is complete wit hum the rowdy blowing of car 
horns. In other countries, honking is jnii-sociul. 
even illegal, hut not here. 

You can sounJ your hom for all your heart's con¬ 
tent and get away with il. And if some one doesn't 
like il. then that's his problem, not the society’s. 

The marriage procession is part of a ritual which 

Continued on page 2 
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Prince Hassan warns of a 
‘dangerous crisis’ 

Netanyahu says no 
let up in closure, 
blames Arafat 


By a Star Staff Writer 

ISRAELI PRIME Minister Benjamin Netanyahu rebuffed 
Jordanian mediation attempts lo ease off the stiff measures 
taken against the Palestinians by the Israeli government in the 
wake of last Wednesday's double suicide bomb attack in a 
Jerusalem market. 

After more than three hours or negotiations between His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan and the Israeli premier. 
Netanyahu announced that Israel will not be easing its closure 
of the Palestinian areas. 

Both men appeared stern faced as they spoke to a news con¬ 
ference outside the Israeli Prime Ministry in West Jerusalem 
on Wednesday. 

Prince Hassan described the region as passing through "a 
dangerous crisis” following Wednesday's attack and Israel's 
closure of Palestinian territories. He added thut there could 
not be peace without security and security without peace. He 
called on the Israeli government to ease off the closure and 
resume negotiations with the Palestinian authority. He urged 
both Israel and the Palestinians not to let the extremists who 
carried out the bombings derail the peace process. 

**Oor frustration is that violence continues to threaten us 
and to menace us and that all we can do is speak of contain¬ 
ment We are dealing here with a human peace, a peace that 
affects lives, that promotes life, that promotes human dignity,” 
the Prince said. 

On his part Netanyahu blamed Palestinian President Yas¬ 
ser Arafat and his Palestinian Authority for last Wednesday's 
terror attack and said he will not rescind his tough measures 
against the Palestinians until he can be assured that the Pales¬ 
tinian leadership is fighting terrorism. 

"It is for the Palestinian Authority to take firm and decisive 
and comprehensive and immediate steps against the infra¬ 
structure of the terrorist organizations.” Netanyahu said. 

Prince Hassan and Prime Minister Ahdui Salami Majali con¬ 
ferred with Netanyahu and his inner cabinet ministers on 
ways to salvage the beleaguered Israeli-Palestinian peace talks. 

His Majesty King Hussein had deputized the Crown Prince 
to meet with Netanyahu in a last-minute change of plans, less 
than a day after Netanyahu's office announced that the King 
would be making the trip. 

Netanyahu's director of communications, David Bar-Ilian, 
was unable to pinpoint the reason for the King's decision, 
guessing that it may have been a question of protocol. The 
Jerusalem Post reported. 

Arriving by a military helicopter. Prince Hassan headed 
immediately for a private meeting with Netanyahu, which was 
followed by a luncheon and a news conference. Prince Hassan 
met later with President Ezer Weizman. 

Observers described the general mood after Wednesday's 
meeting as pessimistic and gloomy. It was not dear if Netan¬ 
yahu will be visiting Amman next week. 

Prince Hassan said his visit to Israel came us a result of 
President Arafat's two-day visit to Amman this week in which 
he urged the Jordanian leadership to intervene to convince 
Israel to lift a general closure or the Palestinian areas. Netan¬ 
yahu called on Arafat lo wage a serious fight against 
terrorism. 

Prince Hassan was accompanied on his visit by Prime Min¬ 
ister Mqjali. Minister of Foreign Affairs Fayez Tarawneh und 
Minister of Trade and Industry Dr Hani Mulqi. ■ 
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and to the Jordanian people 
Its felicitations and best wishes 
















2 THE STAR 


Summer nights 
come alive 



By Stephen Brannon 

Special to The Star 

ONE THING Amman really has going for 
it and that is dam good summer weather. 
Can you, for instance, remember the last 
outdoor activity you planned that was can¬ 
celled due to an unexpected rainstorm? I 
thought not Of course. I know that most 
Jordanians would be overjoyed to have 
even a light sprinkle during the summer 
months, but the predictably cool, arid even¬ 
ings that Amman enjoys are ideal for out¬ 
door entertainment. 

Now that the celebrations and festive 
gun firing following Jordan's soccer tri¬ 
umph are over, most of us feel safe enough 
to come out From behind our coffee tables, 
television sets or steering wheels to walk 
again in the fresh night air. Many of 
Amman's younger generation seem to 
enjoy risking life and limb in the automo- 
hile-intested gridlocks of Abdoun or, even 
worse. Sweifiyeb. But there are places 
where the pedestrian reigns supreme. 

First and foremost of these is the Jerash 
Festival of Culture and Arts. Held every 
summer under the patronage of Her 
Majesty Queen Noor, the Jerash Festival 
brings some of the biggest musical names 
in the Arab world, as well as a potpourri of 
Arab and international musical attractions, 
theater companies, folklore troupes, poets 
and other assorted artists. The festival lasts 
for about two weeks, and is held among the 
spectacular ruins of the ancient Greco- 
Roman city of Jerash, about 45 minutes 
outside of Amman. 

The Jerash Festival is a true Jordanian 
success story for several reasons. Although 
there have been a few problems with ticket 
distribution this year, it is generally a very 


well-run operation. A good program, excel¬ 
lent facilities and lighting, and quality per¬ 
formers strutting their stuff amidst the 
magnificent backdrop of Jerash makes for 
an event to look forward to every year. 
From my perspective, the biggest hassle at 
Jerash is watching your step as you walk 
on the uneven stone slabs lining the-main. 
thoroughfare! 

But what makes the Jerash Festival truly 
outstanding is that it draws both the elites' 
and ‘the masses.’ The two classifications 
rarely converge in Jordan, and it takes 
either exceptional circumstances or a true 
variety of attractions to bring them 
together. The soccer team’s triumph in Bei¬ 
rut was an exceptional circumstance, and it 
brought all Jordanians—from ministers to 
service drivers—together as fellow coun¬ 
trymen for a brief moment in the sun. At 
Jerash, attractions such as Shakespearean 
plays, Russian ballets, Broadway sopranos 
and South African Zulu-singers attract a 
good smattering of Westerners as well as 
Jordanian ‘westernized’ elites, while the 
main open area is filled of Jordanian 
shabab there just to enjoy a night out in the 
festive atmosphere. 

Jerash ’3 largest arena, the South Theater, 
is reserved for the festival's most popular 
shows, mainly famous Arabic singers such 
as Kathem A1 Saher and Wael Kfburi. The 
theater holds somewhere around 10.000 
people, and is often packed to (or over) 
capacity. Less spacious fora such as the 
North Theater, the Light and Sound Thea¬ 
ter, the South Theater and the Artemis 
Steps host a variety of lesser Arabic acts, 
as well as the international attractions. 

The most ’common’, or sha’bi, areas at 
the Jerash Festival are the Oval Piazza and 
the Colonnades Street The Oval Piazza is 


the symbolic center of the festival, as it 
contains the ceremonial torch, and its loca¬ 
tion makes it the hub of public interaction 
there. The big-name Arabic musicians who 
come to Jerash don’t come cheap, so many 
Jordanians opt simply to hang out in the 
Oval Piazza so they can enjoy the various 
acts who perform there for free. The 
Colonnades Street, with its tricky stone 
slabs, hosts an impressive number of tradi¬ 
tional and not-so-tradiu’onaJ (One fellow I 
saw was selling sculptures of rock ‘a* roll 
musicians he ted crafted from wood and 
wire!) artisans from Jordan and other Arab 
countries. 

- The Oval Piazza and the Colonnades are 
where the 'elites’ and the 'masses’ come in 
contact most often at Jerash. The contact is 
usually only superficial, with little real 
interaction taking place. The great divide 
which separates the two groups is still not 
breached, but at least each gets a glimpse 
of the other. Unfortunately, sometimes a 
glimpse can turn into an unwanted stare or 
a haughty scowL reinforcing preexisting 
stereotypes. 

While a visit to the Jerash Festival is 
often ‘goal-oriented’, in that you go to see 
a specific performer, a more laid-back out¬ 
door alternative can be found a good bit 
closer to home. Every Friday evening, the 
Greater Amman Municipality closes off 
the lower section of Shmeisani to automo¬ 
biles. and the footsoldiers of culture take 
over. 

The Municipality has hired several 
bands to play at Shmeisani. The most pop¬ 
ular one is a large group which plays tradi¬ 
tional Bedouin style music, complete with 
a young boy who sword dances. Another 
group plays contemporary Arab music, 
while' an energetic dabkeh dancing troupe 



holds the middle ground between the two. 

While the music is definitely worth 
checking out, most people who go to the 
area on Friday evenings don't go to see a. 
specific tend. Rather, they go to enjoy the 
scene and be wife their family or friends. 
The important thing is not the show they 
will see but whom will they see it wife. 

Several other factors contribute to the 
easy-going family atmosphere that prevails 
at the Shmeisani festivities. First of all. the 
wide street provides lots of room to walk 
comfortably without being pressed by 
crowds. Also, the police are visibly present 
but not intrusive. 

At least as important, however, is the 
fact that pedestrians always have the option 
of settling down at one of Shmeisani’s 
famous sidewalk coffeehouses. An arghi- 
iek. a cup of tea, and—perhaps most 
importantly of all—a comfortable chair 
provide all fee accoutrements necessary for 
a relaxing evening of music and people¬ 
watching. As usual, women and families 
gravitate to the less public areas, which in 


tfib casb are fee cafes, while fee street 
crowds are dominated by men. The cafes 
therefore give families, and older people 
who si triply need a rest, a good ‘faase % from 
which to observe the festivities, 
y Like at the Jerash Festival, you can 
observe rich and poor, 'elites’ and 
.'masses,' together at fee Shmeisani festivi¬ 
ties. Just from my completely unscientific 
observations, though, Shmeisani has a 
more middle-class .family feel to iL Also, 
many of fee ’elites’ who come to Shmei- 
sam these Fridays are vacationers from the 

Guff- 

Events such as the Jerash Festival and 
Shmeisani Fridays should be promoted and 
encouraged, as they serve to revitalize tra¬ 
ditional Jordanian and Arab music,- danc¬ 
ing and poetry (as well as arghUeh smok¬ 
ing). But fee thousands who flock to these 
festivities don’t do so out of the noble 
desire to.'promote their culture.' It’s sim¬ 
ply a fun thing to do. And, by the way, you 
can always count on great weather. ■ 


Bombing responsibility remains 
mystery amid new threats 


Continued from page 1 

Israeli officials say, at least 
publicly, that they do not yet 
know whether fee bombers 
came from Arab villages 
inside Israel, from the West 
Bank or Gaza Strip or from 
abroad. They say they do not 
even know for sure whether 
the explosive used was TNT, 
which is generally used by 
Hamas and another militant 
Palestinian group, Islamic 
Jihad, or the more powerful 
ROX. which has been used by 
Lebanese organization 
Hezbollah. 

The investigation hasn’t 
ruled out anything,’ said the 
official, who spoke on condi¬ 
tion of anonymity. 

But others pointed to simi¬ 
lar characteristics, including 
fee design of fee bombs and 
the fact feat they were stud¬ 
ded wife nails, between last 
week's attack and previous 
bombings claimed by Hamas. 

Since the market explo¬ 
sions. fee government of 


Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu has launched a 
withering assault on President 
Yasser Arafat and his Pales¬ 
tinian Authority, alleging feat 
he and his government bear 
primary responsibility 

because they failed to stop the 
attack. 

Israeli Defense Minister 
Yitzhak Mordecbai said Tues¬ 
day that fee Palestinian 
National Authority is cooper¬ 
ating wife Israel in fee inves¬ 
tigation of last week’s bomb¬ 
ing and had made some 
arrests. But he and others said 
the Palestinians, despite pres¬ 
sure from Israel and fee 
United States, have feus far 
done little to arrest the mili¬ 
tant groups’ leaders, collect 
large numbers of weapons or 
crack their infrastructure. 

In response to the bombing. 
Israel has imposed a nearly 
total closure on Palestinian- 
ruled territories, including 
border crossings to Jordan 
and Egypt, cut fee flow of 


required tax revenues to the 
Palestinians and threatened to 
mount commando strikes into 
Palestinian-ruled territory to 
make arrests. 

Arafat, speaking to report¬ 
ers in Jordan after a meeting 
wife His Majesty King Huss¬ 
ein. said the bombers "came 
from abroad,’’ citing informa¬ 
tion he said was gathered by 
Palestinian and Israeli secur¬ 
ity officials/- • • 

Arafat told reporters after 
talks wife Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam A1 Majali feat 
his security bosses had told 
him feat even Israeli intelli¬ 
gence pointed to fee suicide 
bombers coming from outside 
Palestinian self-rule areas. 

“We have been informed 
by military security Officers 
feat all their [Israeli] prob¬ 
abilities are feat they [the 
bombers] have come from 


outside [self-rule areas], so 
what fault is this of fee Pales¬ 
tinian people,” Arafat said. 

Arafat described Israel’s 
sealing off of Palestinian self- 
rule areas as “...criminal 
measures, criminal, to starve 
the Palestinian people, to 
impose a siege on the peo¬ 
ple.” Israel’s total shut off the 
Palestinian areas is costing 
the Palestinian economy an 
estimated $9 million daily. 

Meanwhile, a new potential 
trouble spot appeared on the 
horizon. The Israeli activist 
group Peace Now released a 
report Tuesday claiming that 
fnore than 44,000 new homes 
are-planned in Jewish settle¬ 
ments throughout fee Occu¬ 
pied Territories. Palestinians, 
who hope to establish a state 
in fee West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, see such settlements as 
an obstacle to peace. 

Spokesmen for settler 
organizations denied the 
Peace Now report. The 
Defense Ministry, which must 
give final approval to building 
in the territories, had no 
immediate comment ■ 


To talk or not 
to talk... 
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Continued from page 1 

However, the other six oppo¬ 
sition parties which link their 
participation to various condi¬ 
tions, expressed optimism 
regarding fee official 
comments. 

“The ’ six parties studied 
these statements and believe 
that the government wants to ■ 
open fee door for dialogue" 
said Mohammad A1 Zo'bi, gen¬ 
eral secretary of the pan- 
Arabist National Action Front 
(Haq). 

AI Zo’bi believes feat Dr 
Nsoor confirmed the views of 
King Hussein feat the door for 
dialogue remains opens except 
for the constitutionally agreed 
upon mattes like fee one-man 
one-vote electoral system and . 
fee peace treaty. 

The six parties, the Popular 
Democratic, the Communist, 
Arab Land, Arab Ba'to, Pro¬ 
gressive Ba’fe and Haq, have 
decided to participate in fee 
coming elections but wife con¬ 
ditions relating to political and 
economic reforms. 

The six parties have decided 


CYPRUS AIRWAYS 


not to boycott the elections 
because they don’t want to be 
accused of following in the 
footsteps of the Islamists. In 
this respect they attacked four 
other opposition parties who 
adopted . fee Muslim 
Brotherhood. 

And against '-this, the *11- 
party opposition alliance failed 
■ to reach a common ground on 
fee conditions for dialogue 
with fee government. “We 
foiled to reach a united stand 
on subjects for dialogue with 
fee government," said Salem 
Ai Nahas, general secretary of 
the Jordanian People's Demo¬ 
cratic Party (Hashd). Nahas 
added that six opposition par¬ 
ties refused to link participa¬ 
tion in the elections wife the 
change in the electoral system. 

Official preparations for the 
elections have already started. 
Since 31 July the 19 and above 
age groups, that is those who 
have not participated in fee 
previous elections, have started 
registering their names in offi¬ 
cial centers. The authorities 
fixed -15 August as the' 
deadline. . 

The number of voters is 
expected to reach about 1.5 
million (male and female), an 
increase of about 350.000 vot¬ 
ers compared to fee-figures in 
the 1993 elections. “• ’ 

. Jordan is. divided into 2l’ 
electoral constituencies, among 
them five in fee Animan gov¬ 
ern orate in addition to the Med 


of the total. 

Those who voted in the 1993 
elections were 821.065, about 
68.1 percent of voters who got 
election cards. 

The candidacy process for 
fee Lower House will start on 
. 10 October and lasts for three 
days. The election campaigns 
automatically starts from this 
date, and continues for 25 days, 
till 3 November. Election cam : 
paigns are prohibited during the 
voting day. 

The' law stipulates that offi¬ 
cial employees who wish to run 
as candidates are asked to 
resign their posts, -one month in' 
advance before voting starts.' 

Ministers who are willing to 
resign or stand for the.eiections ■ 
are given 15 days before fee, 
elections start. ■ 
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Lebanon * 
arts festival 
returns after 
23-year 
interruption 

Continued from page 1 

. To forestall any .trouble, fes¬ 
tival leaders set aside the first 
night for. the locals, at fee 
reduced fee of $7‘ a seaL 
. Scores of Lebanese soldiers 
-.and police as well as Syrian 
ttpops were deployed in and 
, around the citadel for security. 
Yet instead of opposing fee 
spectacle. . 6,000 peoRif 
showed up expecting to ce 
seated in the allotted 2300 
seats. 

David Khamllah. a Leba¬ 
nese who is deputy counsel st 
the World Bank, in Washing¬ 
ton, walked out after the per¬ 
formance in a blissful daze. “* 
all makes me feel ■ I 
again," he said. ‘To sc 
these people clap and prirt-i- 
pate was so moving. It 
restored the hope that a certain 
vitality is irrepressible.’’ 

“War was a fact," said 
Noura Jumblatt, wife of Druze 
chieftain WaJid Jumblatt. who 
is minister of refugee affairs. 
“And at a certain point you 
must stop thinking about fr 
draw a line and start buildings 
new identity. There is cultural 
reconstruction to be done; you 
cannot just have the recon¬ 
struction of buildings.” 

No one was as thrilled as 
Abdel Halim Caracal la, the 
choreographer and costume 
designer of the dance troupe. 
A native of Baalbek, Caracalla 
had a special appreciation of 
his surroundings, the temple 
with its 70-foot pillars. 

“Not anyone can fill this 
place," he said. “Artists who 
come here have to have a spe¬ 
cial spirit. If you don’t, the 
gods let you feel it.” 

Baalbek was initially named 
for fee Phoenician god Baal; 
the Greeks later called it Heli¬ 
opolis. city of the sun. T^fee 
Roman citadel was built 
2nd and 3rd centuries. 

'To have the festival back 
is a triumph of art over every¬ 
thing else that has happened 
here,” said Caracalla. “Every¬ 
thing can stop during wars, but 
the artist has no choice but to 
, keep i going. .| have been yGrie¬ 
ving oh this piece /or J 1/2 
years." ■ " " j 

- LA Tones- Washington 
Post News Service 


Abu Hodieb submits 
paper on GAM 


ADDRESSING ; PAR¬ 
TICIPANTS from 160 
cities all over the world, 
that participated in fee 
'.Internationa] Mayors 
Conference, Sbahada 
Abu Hudeib, assistant 
undersecretary for plan-, 
ning in Amman Greater 
Municipality ’ said that 
GAM gives much con¬ 
cern to improve poor 
areas and ways to com¬ 
bat desertification. 

- Abu Hudeib, who is a 
. member qn fee National. 
Team v fqr tfrtjan Man-. 

: agement ’. Program 
(UMP) .submitted a 
r paper in the conference 
dealing wife fee projects 
of preserving architectu- 



Fly 

directly 

From 

Amman 

to over 
14 cities 
all over 
the World 


A new program is now available at your 
comfort You can in one day and 

within few hours arrive at, Lamaca 
Amsterdam, Athens, Bahrain, Beirut, 
Damascus, Dubai, Frankfurt, London, 
Manchester, Moscow, Paris, Rome, Zurich 
and Tel Aviv. 

In addition to ordinary trips to 20 cities all 
over the world. ' 

Departure from Amman at 6.50 a.m. arrival 
at Lamaca 8.15 a.m every Saturday and 
Wednesday. 

Departure from Lamaca 10.15-p.m. and 
arrival to Amman at 11:35 p.m. every 
Tuesday and Friday. 


Beduin district, • . of preserving architectu- 

According to fee Civil Status .ral. heritage and enhanc- 
Dept, the number of citizens mg fee cultural identity 
who have fee right to vote is of Amman. 

2,219,988. The Municipality had 

Registered voters in fee vated. many ancient bu 
1993 elections were about and converted them into 
1^01^72, of whom L203329 tic sites in Jordan.. 
received election cards, and Hudeib added that G, 
composing about 80.1 percent moving towards fee fina 


Abu Hudeib 


ing fee cultural identity / . 

of Amman. in the building, of a station'^ 

The Municipality had reno- produce fertilizers by recycling 
vated. many ancient buildings of wastes. This project is 
and converted them into touris- expected to improve fee envi¬ 
de sites inJordan. . ronmental conditions ip fee city 

Hudeib added feat GAM is and create more job opportune- 
moving towards fee final stage ties, Hudeib raid. ■ 
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IGCSE, “A-Level, IB, SAT I & II, TOEFL, GRE, GMAT, Tawjihi, 
Career and University Guidance, Extended Essay and Research 
Help _ 

GREAT TEACHERS; S.E.C. teachers .are highly trained and 
experienced • profess ion als dedi cated to 'helping students -raise their 
scores.GREAT CUSTOMIZED COURSES: S.E.C.-course .work is 
tailored to eachstudent^s needs. 

DIAGNOSIS OF' NEEDS; S.E.C. courses begin With a. diagnostic test 
designed to analyze'your strengths arid weaknesses so that wejean develop 
a customized study plan. 

FOUNDATION; SJLC. classes give youfthe contentrevieW, strategies 
and test-taking skills you need for success on die test. 






LOCATION: Um Uthaina,;Hani's Office Building next to AI Issar 
Flower Shop& Tarmoureen Rest 

For more information please call us 1 between 9:30-1:30 and J 1 

■ 3:30-6:30. Telephone: 079/25946 dr 5526121 1 
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An unconventional 
report on Jordanian 
news and views edited 
by Marwan Al Asmar 


*eace” USSein *° appear “Brink of 


■ ? His Ma J est y Ki ng Hussein will appear on a 
£r : d< ^ l T?"i a 7‘ “tie- Brink of PeiV^at is 

,^ r . * cbed “J. ed f° r worldwide broadcasting on 28 October 
£ “ f the J * ru5alem Post, Former Israeli 

. w Fore, gn_ Minister made a three-day visit to Jordan last 
- Np week where he interviewed King Hussein for the film. 


Local tourism operators barred 

operators and one Lebanese agency 
in^f?h Ck hsted hy the s y r,an government from 
SS2»f« COumry ' The Syrians argue that this is 
because these operators deal with the Israelis. But local 
travel agents are angry, saying that there is no proof 
that they have dealings with the Israelis, and pointing 
out that the ban, which was imposed more than two 
months ago, is costing them a lot of money. They add 
that they have been doing business with Syria for the 
last two decades. The travel operators have appealed to 
the Ministry of Tourism to pressure the Syrians, and at 
last their calls appear to be gaining a hearing. The 
Syrian Ministry of Tourism promised co look further 
into the imposed ban. 


Malaysia to employ 3,000 Jordanians 

■ Prime Minister Abdul Salam Majali said that the 
Malaysian government intends to employ 3,000 Jorda¬ 
nians workers. Following a meeting with Malaysian 
Prime Minister Mahathir Mohammed last week. Mr 
Majali said that the Kuala Lumpur government will 
consider recruiting others in the coming years. 

On other matters of cooperation, such as water, 
healthy investment education, Majali described the 
two countries as agreeing to activate bilateral agree¬ 
ments signed in 1994. 

•. ‘•'The Malaysian government will launch a project in 
Aqaba and build dams in the southern part of the king¬ 
dom." Mr Majali said. 

The premier toured several Malaysian projects, 
accompanied by Minister of Health Ashraf Al Kurdi. 
Minister of Finance Suleiman Hafez and Jordanian 
Ambassador to Malaysia Luay Khashman. 


AIDS victims. 

■ Five Jordanians died from the killer disease. AIDS 
bringing down the number of AIDS carriers in this 
country to 126. Of this number, three are children while 
the’rest are divided between males and females. Jordan 
has one of the lowest rates of AIDS carriers in the Arab 
countries and in the world, health officials point oul 
Although free, the cost of treating an AIDS patient in 
Jordan is between JD 2000 to JD 3000. But another set 
of figures was released by the same Ministry of Health 
in the latter part of the week. There is now 154 
registered patients. 52 have the full blown AIDS virus, 
while the rest are still in the incubation stage, and 58 
people of the total number are foreigners. So far, the 
number of people who died from AIDS since 1986 is 42 
according to Health Ministry sources. 


In defence of Jerusalem 

I. A conference for the defence of Jerusalem will be 
held on 20-21 August. The conference, which date 
coincides with the burning of the Al Aqsa mosque in 
1968 by an Israeli, is intended to devise a strategy to 
protecj; the holy city, from the latest Israeli onslaught of 
settlement building. More than 2000 participants from 
Jordan and Palestine will attend as well as 100 from the 
Arab countries and 20' from the international 
community. 


Going up! 

■ The fares of “service" and taxi cars have increased as 
.of last Sunday. Passengers now have to pay 10 fils 
extra for' “service” cars. For taxis it is somewhat 
different. The taxi meter will continue at the present 
log-in charge of 150 fils but will increase by 10 fils for 
every 90 meters. For every 48 seconds wait, the meter 

will increase by another 10 fils. 


Another group wedding . _... 

■ A group wedding ceremony will take place in Irbifl 
on 15 August. This is the first group wedding that takes 
place outside Amman. Needless to say that the event is 
organized by the AI Afaf Charity. 


BBC and Monte Carlo 
to broadcast in Jordan 


the BBC has signed an 
agreement with Jordan Radio 
and Television for a -4-hour 
FM frequency in Amman, ine 
deal means that by the end of 
the year BBC Arabic Service 

programmes will be broadcast 

all day on FM from Amman. 

The contract was signed in 
London a. Branding 

House. the 
headquarters, by Mr Ihsan 
Qattm Director-General of 
JRTV and Mr Robert PhilK 


Direcioc-General fr 

CteirraanofBBC Worldw.ds 

also Prides 

a.*tssf->«wrs 
; in 

Bank will be 

—ns of the west d BBC on 

ab!e W WJJ in “ a 5 kw 

,03J ^ to be installed 

.ISgsSSa 

agreement a ^ of ofRce ; 

during JW ££ ir 





* . 







THE STAR 3 



Beeb, toot, come and 

hoot with the bridal 

procession, yalla 


Continued from page 1 






His Majesty King Hussein drives Palestinian President Yasser Arafat upon his arrival in Amman last Monday. King 
Hussein and President Arafat reviewed the intensive efforts exerted to ease tension following IsraePs suspension of 
negotiations with the Palestinians and the closure of the West Bank and Gaza Strip. The following dav Arafat met 
Prime Minister Abdel Salam Al Majali 


Dr Bassem George Salman, a 23-year-old 

The youngest Jordanian 

to hold a Phd 


By Zeid Nasser 
Star Staff Writer 


YOUNG ACADEMIC achiev¬ 
ers from all over the world 
have always been a source of 
pride for their countries and 
the academic institutions 
where they studied at. 

It is a pleasant surprise to 
know that we have such a per¬ 
son among us Jordanians, 
whose academic achievement 
is quite unique on both the 
country and region's level. 

Dr Bassem George Salman, 
who is just 23 years of age. 
holds a doctorate in Electrical 
Engineering, specialized in 
Electromagnetics. He is, very 
probably, the youngest holder 
of a doctorate degree in Jor¬ 
dan. What's more, his speciali¬ 
zation is generally rare, and 
only q few Arab scientists . 
have obtained it. 

The road leading to his aca¬ 
demic achievement started 
when he was a school student 
in Qatar, who was placed one 
class ahead of his peers due to 
passing an aptitude test. Later 
on, when he returned to Jordan 
with his family, he pushed 
forth at the National Orthodox 
School (NOS), obtaining his 
General Certificate of Educa¬ 
tion (GCE) In 1989. Following 
that, Bassem enrolled in the 
Bilkent University in Ankara. 
Turkey, where he started his 
education in electrical engi¬ 
neering. One year later he 
moved to Swansea University 
in Wales, where he obtained a 
BA degree in electrical engi¬ 
neering in 1993. Afterwards, 
he enrolled in the Higher Stud¬ 
ies program leading to a docto¬ 
rate of electrical engineering. 


and three years later, in 
1997. he had obiained it. 

Dr Salman told The 
Star that “research and 
development are key fac¬ 
tors to successful produc¬ 
tion. however we don't 
see much coordination 
between research and pro¬ 
duction in the Arab 
World in general. I hope 
that, in the near future, 
there will be more appre¬ 
ciation of research and its 
value as an important fac¬ 
tor for future revenue 
generation, which is why 
companies abroad, with ’a 
long-term view enjoy 
close relations with Sa 
research organizations." 

Dr Salman has been 
working at Swansea Univer¬ 
sity as a Senior Researcher, 
njainly due to a computer pro¬ 
gram he wrote which conducts 
testing functions. Based on his 
continued research. Dr Salman 
has been able to continually 
develop his technique called 
'the method of moments' 
which he uses in 'electromag¬ 
netic modelling'. This was ihe 
subject of his doctorate. 

“My speciality, provides 
through scientific testing of 
critical products, prior to pro¬ 
duction. Accordingly, compa¬ 
nies and corporations utilize 
our findings to push forth with 
production or not. Basically, 
we tell them if something will 
work, or not," added Dr 
Salman. 

“Electromagnetics provide 
several methods to test prod¬ 
ucts. and are also a key com¬ 
ponents in product functional¬ 
ity. Today, through the use of 
fast, advanced computers, we 



g*. sa 


Salman 


can belter predict the perfor¬ 
mance of products.'* 

The technique that Dr Sal¬ 
man specializes in is used in 
several industries including 


mobile communications— 

digital or wireless—medicine, 
military industries, satellite 
building and others. Looking 
to his immediate future. Dr 
Salman hopes to find a means 
by which he can work in his 
field, or in related fields, in 
Jordan or neighboring Arab 
countries. 

“I already have the option 
to work abroad, in Europe, but 
I would like to explore the 
opportunities available closer 
to home." commented the Phd 
holder. Let's hope that organi¬ 
zations and corporations in 
Jordan—or in Arab countries 
in general—can harness the 
skills of talented people like 
Dr Salman. After all. this 
would be to the benefit us all. 
and it would he part of our 
advancement as nations in this 
modem world. ■ 


newly weds must go through in 
this country, and other Arab 
countries. Before the marriage 
is consummated, in theory at 
least the poor or not as the 
case may be. bride and groom 
have to be literally shown off. 
in screeching cars, with blow¬ 
ing homs. and in an atmos¬ 
phere of goodwill. 

Theirs is the first decorated 
automobile in front of a long 
procession of cars that are 
filled with men. women, 
screaming children and babies 
who arc only loo willing to 
give them a big send off. It's 
also the women's turn at taking 
part—ululating all the way. 

But this is not really a send 
off. The zofeh ‘s first point of 
call is the public reception hall. 
or saleh. where the real party is 
set to begin. 

Just the other day. I found 
myself right in the middle of a 
marriage procession. This was 
the first time that I hud par¬ 
taken in what it now seemed a 
thunderous event. 

The cars set off one after 
another. As the ‘■marriage car” 
geared down the hill, it was 
show time, for the rest of the 
procession which can have a 
tail-back as far as 300 meters 
long or even more. 

Beeb. beeb. beeb. toot toot, 
toot. honk. honk, every car was 
sending off its own manufac¬ 
tured voice. Never mind the 
people outside, we arc here to 
enjoy ourselves and have a 
damn good time. 

Never mind the stares, never 
mind the cursing by people 
watching, this is a joyous occa¬ 
sion for us and “we want to 
make sure that everybody 
knows about it." 

Beeb. beeb the drivers 
would honk as the curs spread 
away. In a marriage procession 
the cars follow each other. 1 
suppose, to moke the honking 
sound louder. 

Quick stay after them, the 
adrenalin going into my veins. 
Honking can make a lot of peo¬ 
ple feel excited. Beeb. beeb. 
beeb they would go. and here I 
am. telling the driver to keep 
honking, oblivious to what was 
happening outside. Did I care, 
probably not! 

It was joining the fun. and 
basically having a big party on 
the road. People in cars were 
not only hooting but clapping 
their hands, shouting and sing¬ 


ing. In (his procession, a kind 
of crowd psychology engulfs 
you. it's that beastly instinct in 
all of us that comes (o express 
our dure, to do things on Ihe 
road which wc wouldn't nor¬ 
mally do. 

Beeb. tool. "Come on sing." 
yulla. shouts one of ihe passen¬ 
gers in the car. And this can go 
on for n good hall hour or 
longer, it depends where the 
bride and groom are being 
taken, is it a puny in the 
groom's home or is it in the 
saleh. 

In this procession, it was to 
the public reception hall, the 
big hall of ceremonies where 
we can sing and be merry on 
Pepsi and 7Up and stale cake! 

But would it end there. nc\er 
on your life, we have anolhcr 
one this time, “a fool proces¬ 
sion" up to the sulrh —another 
20 minutes into the celebration 
at least. This lime the bride and 
groom, sormunded by the 
many well wishers who scram¬ 
bled out of iheir cars, arc the 
principle players in the raj eh. 

Standing arm in arm. they 
arc taken slowly up the alley¬ 
way al the behest of a number 
of dancers who perform any¬ 
thing from folklore to what 
looks like modern-day acrobat¬ 
ics. But none of these move¬ 
ments is ever complete without 
the small hand of singer and 
musicians who' accompany the 
Ztifeh nil the way into the saleh. 

Once inside, the couple are 
sealed on the "bridal throne" 
for the next two hours. 

Singing, dancing, cake on 
the floor, it's total chaos. But 
nobody cares. People arc there 
to enjoy themselves. To hell 
with the mess. By the end of 
two hours everybody is 
exhausted, practicing the Jah- 
kch and the modern twist. 

Bui do wc end there'.’ No. 
The final stage of the party is to 
scramble again into the ears 
and take the bride and groom in 
their happy nest. 

More looting and hooting 
follows, however this lime it is 
much mellower. I don't blame 
them, people appear to have 
had enough. However, this is 
the traditional custom. They 
and in particular close lamil} 
members are not allowed to 
disperse until they deliver the 
couple right to their very door¬ 
step. and this wc did. What a 
night! ■ 


Welcome to where the 
past meets the gateway 
to the future. 


Jordan's Minister of state for 
Information Affairs, who was 
also at the signing. “I was 
fortunate to work with the 
BBC and i am fortunate to see 
that this agreement provides 
the BBC with a platform to an 
'important segmenr of the 
Middle East." ■ 

Earlier this year the BBC 
increased its broadcasts in 
Arabic by five hours a day 
and now broadcasts for over 
• 17 hours daily between 0830 
and 0015 Jordanian summer 


For the second week and with 
overwhelming success 

Philadelphia ....1 

Tel. 634144 - 634149 

Presents 

The Lost World - (Jurassic Park) 

The film by Steven Spielbery which is now 


mm 








■ fcy 




being shown in cinemas all over 
Europe & the Middle East. 

The film stars Jeff Goldblum & Julian Moore. 




time. 

An agreement between the 
JRTV and Radio France 
International was also reached 
to broadcast Radio Monto 
Carlo/Middle East on the FM 
frequency from Amman. This 
agreement will be for three 

years; ■ 


A PART OF HISTORY 
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JORDAN PETROLEUM REFINERY CO. 
EXTENSION ANNOUNCEMENT TENDER NO. 3/97 
FUEL OIL AND NAPHTHA 


ADDITIONAL STORAGE TANKS PROJECT 
Jordan PetroletimRe5nery Co. announces the extension of the A.M. Tender according to 

the following . ifica riQn documents not later than 12:00 hrs of 16.8.1997 at the 

* Submission of prequauncBuw 

company head office- ._= documents from the company’s head office against 

* aa SlSSSSmpSr set- not later than 12:30 hrs of 20A1997. 

non-refundable jv t ^ c o mpan y ’s head office not later than 12:00 hrs of Sunday 

* Offers must be suomiueu 

28-9-1997. 

Chairman 


Take a fresh look, the airline that flies from 

the one place where the distant past and the present see eye 
to eye everyday. Set your sights on a network of exciting 
destinations across distant seas and countries. 

Onboard a fleet that brings together some of the world's 
advanced aircraft. 

Enjoy the exceptional warmth of hospitality that sets 
your mood from relaxed to refreshed to reflective. 


RDYALJORDAN IAN 


Reflecting the Change. 


AtuOngta-Ailen.AiAioAMiin-Aat.ii'id'BT Ankara Aaiato-AifaenrMuin- 

D«iam-Dett»(Mir«M)oia{k4»FraiiUul4>n.%^4n»itHi-Jdijn».Jeddili. 
KjKfi-Knata l»|M4*naQ4nidofl-UMaiM»i Mvi'rtkMaston-Mirtxn 
Must It He»Yoi l- FlM-fliyatn -fisme ■ Sanaa SinflaporB- Iruniio-Turw Vioavi 
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Our Say 


Netanyahu riding high 

ISRAELI PRIME Minister Benjamin Netanyahu feels he does not need to answer 
to anyone when it comes to salvaging the peace process. He will not rescind his 
tough measures against the Palestinian people, which he slapped against the 
PNA-run areas alter last Wednesday's double suicide bombing in a West Jerusa¬ 
lem market. He boasts about making certain “humanitarian gestures” to the be¬ 
sieged Palestinians like allowing in food and medicine. For ail he cares, security 
for Israel comes by locking up the entire Palestinian people and throwing away 
the key. 

And when he needs a moral backer or a protege, well there is always the Unit¬ 
ed States. If the US can impose sanctions against Libya, Iran and Iraq, why can't 
Israel do the same with the Palestinians. 

The fact is that Netanyahu is relishing the moment; to humiliate the Palestin¬ 
ians and their leadership, to wriggle away from his responsibilities and commit¬ 
ments under die various peace agreements and to ride a wave of false and short¬ 
lived popularity at home. But bis policies carry a tremendous price. The glimmer 
of genuine and just peace in this region has finally been extinguished. And to Ne¬ 
tanyahu and his cabinet, the Palestinian people can never be seen as true victims. 
If extremism rises, as a direct results of his government's policies, then it is the 
fault of the Palestinian leadership—never his own. If a settler is hurt in Gaza, 
Hebron or elsewhere in Palestinian areas, then it is the Palestinian leadership that 
has caused his injury, or encouraged it 

In his meeting with the Israeli premier on Wednesday, Crown Prince Hassan 
called for a human peace, or peace that preserves human dignity. We don't think . 
that Netanyahu was even listening. The truth of the matter is that in spite of die 
killings that take place on both sides of the fence, die current Israeli government 
does not seem to be interested in preventing future bloodbaths. 

By strangulating the Palestinians and denying them of any hope and by humili¬ 
ating their leadership, the Israeli leader is making sure that more disillusioned 
Palestinians and Arabs will become convinced that the only available option is to 
resort to extremism and militancy. 

Netanyahu is riding high today. But what will he do if and when another sui¬ 
cide attack takes place? Will he then order his troops to reconquer the Palestinian 
areas? He has already threatened to do this. But then what? Netanyahu will be re¬ 
peating history and history can only be repeated by those who misread it or don’t 
understand its morals and lessons. 

We believe that Netanyahu has put Israel and the entire region on a time bomb 
that is ticking away. He has created a sense of false security for the Israelis, one 
that is based on repression and collective punishment. He has closed tire door on 
any hope for a just conclusion to the Palestinian tragedy before the end of this 
century. We share Prince Hassan’s fears that a dangerous crisis is upon us. ■ 


Kind words from Belgium 


To the Editor, 

I am Belgian and very interested about 
Jordan. I am taking the liberty to write to 
you to say that I wish to send to the Jorda¬ 
nian people my sincere condolences for 
the death of Jordanian pilot Omar Bilal at 
the Oostend Air Melting. 

We all appreciated very ranch the kind 
words of His Excellency the Jordanian 
Ambassador in Belgium and most of all 
the visit of Her Majesty the Queen of Jor¬ 
dan. 


Yoors Sincerely 


Kenneth Heselwood 
BouUtiot Street 2 
1050 Brussels 

Belgium Bilal 
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Arafat’s new 


By Rebecca Troanson •_ 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM— 
Palestinian leader Yasser Ara¬ 
fat, weakened by the faltering 
peace process and an interna] 
corruption scandal, finds him¬ 
self caught in a dilemma: how 
to satisfy-Israeli and US de¬ 
mands for action against. Is¬ 
lamic militant groups without 
angering his own people. 

In the aftermath of the twin 
suicide bombings that killed 
IS people and wounded doz¬ 
ens of others, Arafat is under 
considerable pressure to crack 
down on Hamas and Islamic 
Jihad, militant organizations 
that launch attacks on Israeli 
civilians from areas under his 
control. 

The Palestinian leader has 
acted decisively in the past 
against extremists. But this 
time, his credibility with the 
Palestinian people is so tat¬ 
tered that it is not clear he can 
deliver on the demands for 
action, even if be wants to.- 

“He is weak right now at 
every level.” said Khalil Shi- 
kaki, who heads the Center 
for Palestine Research and 
Studies. “No one should ex¬ 
pect that he can take any kind 
of decisive action." . 

As Arafat continued to 
weigh his options, the Israeli 
government sent hundreds of 
police and troops into Jerusa¬ 
lem and Tel Aviv last Friday 
to guard against further at¬ 
tacks. The streets, unusually 
quiet in recent days because 
of Israel’s continuing closure 
of the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, were emptied almost 
completely by late afternoon, 
well before sirens signaled 
the start of the Jewish Sab¬ 
bath at 6:59 p.m. 

The Israeli army had 
rounded up 51 Palestinians 
before dawn, bringing to 80 
the number arrested on suspi¬ 
cion of "terrorist activities” 
since the Wednesday bomb¬ 
ings. The security forces act¬ 
ed only in areas under Israeli 
control, refraining from mak¬ 
ing good on a threat to mount 
incursions into Palestinian- 
held areas. . 

But Israeli officials, while 
acknowledging that security 
cooperation with the Palestin¬ 
ians has improved slightly 
since Wednesday and that 
Palestinian police have arrest¬ 
ed some militants, continued 
to accuse Arafat of paying lip 
service to their demands for a 
serious crackdown. 

“We are seeing absolutely 
no effort from Arafat, at least 
of any relevance.” said David 
Bar-IUan, a senior aide to 
Prime Minister Benjamin Ne¬ 
tanyahu. 

Saeb Erekat, the Palestin¬ 
ians* chief negotiator with Is¬ 
rael, retorted that Netanyahu 
and his aides are using the at¬ 
tacks to “wage war on Mr Ar¬ 


afat and the Palestinians,” 
rather than work with them 
against terrorism. Also, with 
the bombers still unidentified 
and their allegiance and moti¬ 
vation unknown, it is too ear¬ 
ly for decisive action, he 
said. 

US officials - generally 
agreed with Israel, however. 
President Clinton has called 
on Arafat to take “concrete 
-steps'* to restore .security 
cooperation with Israel and 
combat terrorism, but diplo¬ 
mats here say it is difficult to 
tell, yet just how much Arafat 
is doing to clamp down on 
militants. 

“We know there have been 
some arrests, but we don't 
know if anything’s being 
done with the groups' infra¬ 
structure. bank accounts, safe 
houses and weapons caches.” 
said one official involved in 
the US contacts. “He's not 
telling us. 

“Arafat’s obviously tom,” 
the diplomat went on. "He 
knows what he has to do, but 
he seems to be going bade 
and forth because of the po¬ 
litical risk involved." 

As commentator Hemi 
Shalev wrote last Thursday in 
the Israeli newspaper Maariv , 
the bombings also have de¬ 
stroyed Arafat’s hope of 
gaining immediate US sup¬ 
port for his battle against Ne¬ 
tanyahu's policy of building 
new Jewish settlements on 
occupied land. “The attack 
will now transfer the focus of 
American attention away 
from Israeli construction in 
Jerusalem and_toward ter¬ 


rorism” inside the Palestin¬ 
ian-ruled areas, Shalev Waste: 

• . je-.. 

The.situation was frwwdff- 
ferent just over a year- agCL 
The peace process with ferae! 
was progressing and Arafat 
. and his. Fatah movement bad 
just scored a decisive victory 
in the first Palestinian -elec¬ 
tions, giving him political le¬ 
gitimacy be had never had. 

. After 60 people efied, inside 
Israel in a series of suicide at¬ 
tacks in March.and April of 
. 1996, Arafat acted decisively, 
crippling Hamas and Islamic 
Jihad by -jailing more than 
1 ,200 people, including mili¬ 
tary and political leaders. 

He was highly motivated tp 
stop the tenor attacks. By 
cracking down o’n the mili¬ 
tants, he hoped to ensure that 
his peace partner. Labor Party 
leader and then-Prirae Minis¬ 
ter Shimon Peres, remained in 
power. 

But Peres lost to Ukud Par¬ 
ty leader Netanyahu in nation¬ 
al elections that May. And 
Netanyahu, suspicious of the 
peace process that Arafat and 
Peres embraced, has dramati¬ 
cally slowed its pace and tak¬ 
en other actions that have 
caused Arafat to lose credibil¬ 
ity among Palestinians. . . 

• Since- Netanyahu's elec¬ 
tion. Arafat has little in the 
way of new : territory to show 
his people. He* also has been 
helpless to prevent unilateral 
Israeli actions such as the de¬ 
cision to build a new Jewish 
neighborhood on Jerusalem's 
southeastern outskirts. Pales¬ 
tinians want the area as part 


of a future Palestinian capital. 

With little perceived benefit 
for their peace efforts, Arafat 
and. his security services are 
reluctant to move too force¬ 
fully against Islamic militants, 
for fear of appearing to do Is-' 
reel's bidding. Shi kaki said. - 

At the: moment the total 
closure of the territories, dur¬ 
ing whjch most Palestinians 
cannot enter. Israel - or. even 
travel between Palestinian- 
controlled dries, is increasing, 
economic hardship and fuel¬ 
ing anger. Palestinians say 
the Israeli actions are collec¬ 
tive punishment ' 

To make matters worse, 
Arafat’s government is 
caught up in a widespread 
corruption scandal, accused 
by Palestinian legislators and 
others of mismanaging or los¬ 
ing millions of dollars in pub¬ 
lic money. .Late last Friday, 
all but two* of his 18-member 
Cabinet including several of 
his most senior political al¬ 
lies, offered him their resig¬ 
nations. . 

“He’s under tremendous 
pressure domestically, 
enough that it would almost 
be politically suicidal to 
move' forcefully now against 
Harass or Islamic Jihad,” Shi- 
kalti said. “In the end, he will 
have to act against their mili¬ 
tary infrastructure but he'll 
do it in a very gradual way, 
and - not to the extent Israel 


LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 



Iranian President-elect Mohammad Khatami welcomes Syrian President Hafez Al 
Asad to Tahran last Friday. The two leaders urged Turkey to reconsider Us security 
and military cooperation with Israel Khatami officially become president, Monday. 


Turkey 

Keeping the 
genie bottlt 


Divided they stand 

Reviewed by 
Edward Mortimer 

BY FAR the worst thing about this 
book is its title- It sounds like one of 
those classics of Victorian pornography, 
which purported to initiate the reader 
into the titillating secrets of some "mys¬ 
terious east”. 

Luckily the book itself is not at all 
like that. The authors, both experienced' 
journalists long resident in Turkey, do 
not dwell on the country’s exotic or out¬ 
landish features. On the contrary, they 
perform an admirable service in pre¬ 
senting' the Turks as normal and likea¬ 
ble human beings, with whom western 
readers should not find it difficult to 
empathise. 

This is in fact precisely the good, 
readable introduction to Turkish politics 
which has been cruelly lacking for at 
least a generation, a generation daring 
which the country has opened up to the 
outside world and has discovered a. new 
pluralism and dynamism. 

The authors, would not claim to rival 
the scholarship of Professor Bernard 
Lewis, but their work comes nearer to 
replacing or updating his Emergence of 
Modem Turkey (1961) than anything 
that has appeared in English since. 

They do not poll their punches in de- 
■ scribing the unpleasant aspects of recent 
Turkish history, of which, the. worst, 
needless, to say. & the gratuitous sav¬ 
agery visited on the south-east of .the 
country and on almost.anyone who has 
cried to articulate the feeling of Kurdish 
identity a policy which unfortunately 
seems to be self-perpetuating and self- • 
justifying since it drives a steady stream 


- 


of recruits into the ranks of the ruthless 
• Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK). 

But even here the- Popes manage to 
give the reader a sense of the insecurity 
that lies behind this tragically iU-judged 
reaction. “The general staff,” they 
write, “have been scared by the collapse 
of 20th-century political orders nearby', 
including the Iranian monarchy, this So¬ 
viet Union and the Yugoslav federation. 
They feel strongly that Ataturk’s state 
faces the same threat. Negotiating with 
ethnic Kurdish rebels is out of the ques¬ 
tion, they say, pointing at the break-up 
of their socialist neighbours once the 
ethnic genie was out of the bottle.” . 

Of course the reference to “unveil¬ 
ing”, coupled with the name of Atattak 
in the subtitle, involves . a deliberate 1 . 
double entendre, but a perverse one in' 
the light .of recent developments to 
which the book devotes ample space. 
Mustafa Kemal Ataturk, the republic’s 
founder, did actively discourage the. veil. 
and even banned women from covering 
their beads m public buildings. But now 
veils and headscarves have blossomed 
on urban and even middle-class women, 
whose mothers would not have dreamed 
of wearing them 10 of-20 years ago. 

■ “Turkey re-veiled" might almost' have 
been a more appropriate tide.- _ - 

. Those beadscarves are the most visi¬ 
ble aspect of a public' reassertion of 
Turkey’s Islamic identity which has 
been one of the most striking, and most 
contentious, feature of the last few dec- - 
ades, and has now moved'to the. very. 

/ center of Turkish politics. 

The Popes finished their , book soon 
after Necmettin Erbakan, leader, of the- 
neo-Islamist Welfare Patty, took office 
last year at the head of a coalition gov¬ 
ernment. Like many other “Turidsh- 


Islamic synthesis’’ which would enable 
. Turks, to escape from a dangerous pola¬ 
risation. between secularists and friar 
masts. . 

Alas, it had if anything the’opposite 
effect. Although Erbakan, knowing he 
was in office rather than-in power, 

- avoided any direct challenge to secalar- 
, ism, the mere- fact that his government 
did not fall apart in its first few months 
. was enough to cause panic in the estab¬ 
lishment, prompting the armed forces to 
intervene overtly in the political pro¬ 
cess, egged on by many intellectuals 
and politicians who sincerely think of 
themselves as democrats. ■ 

... Now his government has fallen,-while 
the forms.of parliamentary democracy 
have been preserved. Much of the Turk¬ 
ish elite has breathed a huge sigh of re¬ 
lief, but' tiiis may weD be premature. 
While it Is true that Erbakan's govern¬ 
ment must have been a disappointment 
to his supporters, he has managed to 
avoid responsibility for any- unpleasant 
economic decisions and can argue that 
others prevented him from carrying out 
his programme.. And whatever his own 
feelings on the matter, many of hissiipf 
porters are bound to conclude that de¬ 
mocracy. at least in its present form, has 
nothing to offer them. 

So the book ends on.a slightly more . 
hopeful note than its authors, would 
probably have struck if they were finish¬ 
ing it now: .It is none the less very time¬ 
ly, in that it makes these worrying de¬ 
velopments much more intelligible, and 
gives one a sharper insight into the 
hopes and fears , of Turks on both sides 
of the argument. ■ 

Financial Times Syndication . 



The inevitable 
happened 

FINALLY THE inevitable 
happened: Jerusalem be¬ 
came the tragic site of 
death and mayhem. Despite 
everyone in the Arab world 
and Israel knew that it is a 
matter of time before such 
a tragedy happens: the Is¬ 
raeli police-chief came out 
with an amazing statement 
-that -there was no intelli¬ 
gence information indicat¬ 
ing the possibility of such 
an attack. 

One - does not question 
the abilities of the Israeli 
security, but it's important 
to point out the dangerous 
self-righteous attitudes that 
permeate die current Israeli 
cabinet and the forces serv¬ 
ing under it. There seems 
to be an almost disbelief on 
the pan of Mr Netanyahu, 
with ali the policies be has 
pursued till recently, how 
the Palestinians, and the 
Arab/Islamic worlds do not 
understand his point of 
view. 

Countless people have 
warned about the conse 
quences of those. His Ma 
jesty King Hussein, whom 
despite bis optimism for 
the region's future, does 
not conceal his concern 
about the stalemate in the 
peace negotiations, and His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan has often 
warned the international 
community about the des¬ 
perate grounds in which the 
politics and economics of 
despair are borne. 

The efforts df the Has he 
mite leadership in this re¬ 
spect are the manifestations 
of the King’s vision for a 
region built on moderation 
and diversity, complement¬ 
ed by the Crown Prince's 
aspirations for an area to be 
developed on the basis of 
dialogue and pluralism. 

So, if we are optimistic 
here, in Jordan, about the 
realization of an eventual 
lasting peace between the 
Arabs and the Israelis, it is 
because we need to build 
our region on different ba 
sis, and there is no pface 
for pessimism on this track. 
We do have our disappoint¬ 
ments, but we have to re¬ 
member that, our Pales tin 
i an brothers rely on our 
support in their' struggle to 
realize their aspirations. 

We have our historic re 
sponsibitities to the West 
Bank. Whether it is the'Js- 
raeiis, or anyone else, it 
must be understood foal 
Jordan is not a bystander, 
that waits for results. We 
have signed an honourable 
bilateral peace, but are 
committed to a comprehen¬ 
sive and lasting settlement 
New ideas to move the 
peace process are needed. 
The credibility of the nego¬ 
tiators and the catalysts in 
tiie formula must be en¬ 
hanced. It is a positive for 
Mr Ross to be back, and if 
Mrs Albright comes as 
well, it will certainly indi¬ 
cate (he seriousness of the 
American efforts. 

The Europeans can play 
a : more active role, but 
most importantly, Arab 
countries with relations to 
Israel must activate their 
efforts to produce tangible 
results at each step of the 
process.. 

■ We cannot' afford to sit 
back pessimistically, and 
say that the peace process 
is dead, for if we reach that 
sfrge, it means that we aD, 
as Arabs, wash, our hands 
from the Palestinian ques¬ 
tion, and leave them to ab¬ 
ject poverty and more 
death and destruction. Mr 
NetanyahnCwill then have a 
truly free hand in creating' 
helpless Palestinian en¬ 
claves, that are dependent, 
-an the Israeli cheap labor 
market, or emigration to 
Other parts of the world for 
financial security. In this 
way, we hammer the final 
nail in the coffin of our-ro- 
gfon, and helplessly won¬ 
der Into a bleak'and precar¬ 
ious future. 

It is important for the US 
and the EU to pressure Is¬ 
rael. It is also important for 
the Arab partners to discuss 
with the Palestinian leader¬ 
ship, candidly and openly, 
those issues which-cah best 
be .overcome by trust and 
good intentions, without al¬ 
lowing die whole peace is¬ 
sue to become a hostage to 
drcumstances. The issue 
bet w een the . Palestinians 
and the Israelis, is not that 
of-narrowing a gap, but 
rather of a fundamental dif¬ 
ference in perceptions- The 
Israeli notion of security; 
most include concessions 
oil- territorial grounds. And 
for the Palestinians, 
grounds must be enforced 
with proper security. ■ . 
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Business 

scene 


■ "Hie Arab Academy 
for Banking and Finan- 
clal Sciences organizes 
this month five training 
programs for Arab bank- 
ers i involving credit 
supervision, new finan¬ 
cial tools, investment 
strategies, . behavior 
skills, banking institu- 

. tions^ and evaluating 
^ n ^’ s performance 
through computer usage. 
These training courses 
3re held in Amman. 
Cairo and Cyprus. The 
program on analyzing 
banking performance via 
computers, in addition 
to conducting fiscal and 
administrative reports 
will be held on J6 
August in . Amman. 
Added to this, there is 
another course dealing 
with investment strate¬ 
gies that discuss risks of 
foreign currency 

exchange, joint interna¬ 
tional loans and other 
long-term market 

operations. 

■ Pretax profits of the 
Arab Banking Corpora¬ 
tion (ABC) hit $94 mil¬ 
lion during the first half 
of this year, compared 
with $88 million in the 
same period last year. In 
a statement released by 
the ABC, statistics 
showed that its opera¬ 
tions over the first six 
months of this year rose 
from $1.7 million to 
$117 million in the same 
time last year. ABC 
assets recorded a growth 
of $23.2 billion against 
$21.5 billion in 1996. 

■ A group of three lead¬ 
ing companies special¬ 
ised in organizing exhi¬ 
bitions. is busy 
preparing for the ever 
biggest trade expo to be 
held in Jordan. The 
Amman International 
Trade Expo is to be held 
in the Amman Interna¬ 
tional Car Show, 
between 9-15 August. 
Suhail Salah from Expo 
Jordan says that about 
40 large companies are 
taking part in the expo 
representing many coun¬ 
tries such- as' Palestine; 
Omlm, • Egypt, ! Saudi;: : 
Arabia. Italy in addition 
to local concerns and 
agents. Invitations were 
sent by the organizers to 
many businessmen, 
Arab, Asian, and Euro¬ 
pean chambers of trade 
to participate in the 
venue. 

■ The Higher Planning 
Council has approved 
the licensing of the set¬ 
ting up of 21 firms at a 
total capital of JD 32 
million. These mostly 
small and medium sized 
firms are being estab¬ 
lished in the seven gov- 
emorates of the 
Kingdom. 
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Stock 


brokers feel AFM privatization 
will revamp the market 


By Ilham Sadeq 

Star Staff Writer 


SHARE DEALINGS at the 
Amman Financial Market 
(AFM), for the last two con¬ 
secutive weeks, recorded their 
highest since June 1995. The 
main factor behind such a rise 
was the continuous upward 
trend led by Arab Bank shares 
which reached JD 295-291. 
Official index closed- at 165.8 
points, two weeks ago. 

This was also encouraged by 
the government latest measures 
to remove restrictions on for¬ 
eign ownership in economic 
sectors in Jordan. 

However, by the beginning 
of last week and during this 
week, the official index 
remained stable at 165 points. 

Dealers attribute the instabil¬ 
ity in share dealings to the mid 
annual companies’ results, that 
will definitely determine the 
course of stock prices. Daily 
transactions were stable at 
about JD one million. 

The latest resolution 
approved by the Cabinet to 
transfer the Amman Financial 
Market (AFM) to a private 
bourse is targeted at organizing 
the securities and capital mar¬ 
ket and protect investors from 
practices of fraud. 

This step comes as a result of 
approving the securities new 
law few months ago. 

In order to fulfil this goal, a 
special committee was formed 
for securities dealings to moni¬ 
tor the market and guarantee 
safe dealings for investors. The 
AFM will then be directed by 
accredited brokers from the pri¬ 
vate sector. 

The committee is presided 
by Dr Michael Marto (deputy 
governor of the Central Bank 
of Jordan) and Hisham Al Tal 
as vice president, while DrTay- 
seer Abdul Jaber, Mahir Wakid 
and Abdul Hamid Ai Hayari. as 


members of the committee. 

So far, the AFM is operating 
on a combination between a 
supervisory role related to 
enlisting dealers and brokers, 
on the one hand, and the execu¬ 
tive task including the slock 
exchange operations on the 
other hand. But. a separation 
will be made between these 
two duties of the AFM since 
the new committee will handle 
the monitoring task. 

The formation of the new 
committee is a first step of the 
government’s measure to pri¬ 
vatize the AFM, a policy which 
was applauded by share deal¬ 
ers. local, and Arab investors 
as well as foreign investment 
funds. Many investors 
expressed their satisfaction 
with the expertise of the people 
chosen to lead this process 
which they believe will be able 
to make real changes in the 
market. * 

Investors are willing to 
pump $500 million in the mar¬ 
ket by the end of this year. This 
is divided as follows: - 

■ $100 million trade bonds 
for the Jordan Phosphate Mines 
Co., (covered completely last 
week). 

■ $200 million, doubling 
the capital of the Housing 
Bank. 

■ $100 million, bonds from 
the Central Bank of Jordan. 

■ About $50 million, inter¬ 
national listing ■ of Potash 
shares. 

■ About $50 million, the 
increase of capitals of the 
Union Bank. Jordan Bank, the 
Jordan-Kuwait Bank. 

Also, this sum could be 
higher by $100 million when 
the government starts imple¬ 
menting its latest decision to 
increase the ceiling of non- 
Jordanian investments. 

Mohammed Al Bilbeisi. 
president of AFM Brokers' 
Association says that many 


pressing tasks are to be 
met by the new commit¬ 
tee, mostly related to 
setting up instructions 
for issuance and register 
of securities. Such 
instructions, he adds, 
are needed by about 40 
general shareholding 
companies that arc 
awaiting to raise their 
capitals through capital¬ 
ization of their reserve 
or circulated profits. 

"When the new board 
is chosen for the bourse, 
it will be in charge of 
giving instructions and 
organizing dealings and 
listing, while the com¬ 
mittee's role will he 
restricted to supervising 
the whole process." 
says Al Bilbeisi. 

He added that, for the 
first lime in Jordan, a 
deposit securities center 
will be established to 
register, transfer owner¬ 
ship of securities and 
settle their prices. 

The committee has a 
transitional period of 
two years starting from 
Lhc date of the release 
of the law. this period 
will serve to convert the 
Market's operations to be run 
according to the new securities 
law. 

Director of the United Finan¬ 
cial Investments Co.. Nassir Al 
Ahmad stresses that coopera¬ 
tion is imperative between the 
Committee and the brokers 
who represent the securities 
stock exchange so as to 
exchange views and expertise 
and improve the capital 
market. 

Abdul Al Mutaleb Abu Hij- 
leh. a broker, is content with 
the formation of the securities 
committee, which he describes 
as highly competent because it 
combines between banking, 
financial and legal expertise. 



According to the new securi¬ 
ties law. shareholding compa¬ 
nies are obliged to disclose 
their balance sheets on quar¬ 
terly basis. Such a measure will 
make investors and dealers in 
stocks in direct contact and 
more aware of the fiscal status 
of companies. Moreover this 
will help investors to feel that 
their capital is safe and will 
stop fraud in share buying. AI 
Bilbeisi says. 

The securities law which 
replaces the old AFM law aims 
at finding solutions for Lhc 
noticeable decline in the finan¬ 
cial market in Jordan and acti¬ 
vate share dealings. 

It also seeks to institutional¬ 


ize the capital market, organize 
relationship among all sides 
involved in stock market and 
separate the supervising role of 
AFM from the bourse. 

In addition, the new law 
plans to expand the concept of 
securities to contain (in addi¬ 
tion to shares) bonds issue, 
securities deposits, investment 
funds and units, settlement 
contracts (short and long term), 
also buy and sell agreements 
and shareholding bonds. 

The securities committee 
will start its work as soon as a 
Royal Decree is issued, to give 
the green light to start. ■ 


US reluctantly drops objections 
to trans-Iranian gas pipeline 


W. w 

ly ” Dan Morgan 
David B- Ottaway 


WASHINGTON—The Clin¬ 
ton-administration has decided 
not to oppose a $1.6 billion 
pipeline that would cany huge 
quantities . of Central Asian 
natural gas across Iran, the 
fim significant easing of the 
economic isolation of the Teh¬ 
ran regime, according to US 
officials and other sources. 

The 2,000-mile pipeline 
project, non/ undertaken with 
tacit US acquiescence, would 
mark Iran's first participation 
in any major international 
energy project since the 1979 
Islamic revolution there. That 
upheaval and the seizure of 
American hostages led to US 
sanctions and a long, interna¬ 
tional campaign by Washing¬ 
ton against Iran's fundamen¬ 
talist government for allegedly 
supporting terrorism. * 

The pipeline would carry 
gas from Turkmenistan on the 
eastern side of the Caspian 
Sea across a 788-mile stretch 
of northern Iran to energy- 
needy Turkey and. eventually, 
to Europe. One official said 
the Clinton administration 
does not endorse the pipeline 
but has concluded that such a 
project “does not technically 
violate ELSA,” the 1996 Iran- 
Libya Sanctions Act. 

The law bars US and for¬ 
eign investments of more than 
$40 million in the ■develop¬ 
ment of Iran’s energy sector, 
but does not address pipelines 
carrying another country’s gas 
or oil across Iran, tho official 

said. e 

Iran would reap a portion oi 


and - ' 'transit fees for allowing the 
. gas to flow under its territory, 
and sources indicate the pipe¬ 
line eventually might also 
transport Iranian gas. 

In part, the administration's 
decision to go along with the 
pipeline reflects the height¬ 
ened priority now given to 
helping the independent for¬ 
mer Soviet stales of Central 
Asia assert their independence 
from Russia. The Caspian Sea 
region bolds the largest oil 
ahd gas reserves outside the 
Arabian Gulf. but. historically. 
Moscow has looked on these 
resources as a long-term 
reserve for its own needs. 

Russia has been the tradi¬ 
tional market for Turkmeni¬ 
stan’s gas reserves, the 
world’s third Largest. For that 
reason, a trans-Iranian pipe¬ 
line would advance a major 
goal of US policy to provide 
multiple outlets for Caspian 
energy reserves that do not run 
across Russian territory. US 
officials noted. 

One oil industry representa¬ 
tive likened the complex geo¬ 
politics involved in-establish¬ 
ing pipeline routes for the 
landlocked Caspian treasure to 
a “three-dimensional chess 
game." 

Administration officials 
made clear dial they would 
prefer non-Iranian routes for 
Turkmenistan gas, such as 3 
pipeline under the Caspian 
Sea to Azerbaijan, and then 
west to Turkey. 

However, one official said 
that under the 1996 sanctions 
law, “we don’t have the tools 
to. do anything about (a trans- 
Iranian line)." Some former 


and current US foreign policy 
officials also argue that 
acquiescence in the pipeline 
serves as a gesture of reconcil¬ 
iation toward Iran following 
the recent election of a rela¬ 
tively moderate president 

State Department officials 
testifying in Congress last 
Wednesday took a firm stance 
against Western investment in 
Iran's domestic oil and gas 
industry, citing their success 
in blocking foreign investment 
in 11 Iranian projects. Non-US 
firms that violate the restric¬ 
tion can be blocked from 
doing business in the United 
States, a provision that has 
caused friction between the 
US and its European allies. 

Iran has agreed to finance 
and build the portion of the 
pipeline passing through its 
territory. No US firm is now 
involved, although a company 
chaired by former secretary of 
state Alexander M. Haig Jr. 
drew up plans for a similar 
project for the Turkmen gov¬ 
ernment before dropping out 
two years ago under White 
House pressure. 

Several European energy 
firms stand to benefit directly 
from construction of the pipe¬ 
line. Three European compa¬ 
nies—Italy’s Snamprogeui. 
Gas de France and Shell Oil 
Co.—hope to form a consor¬ 
tium to build the trans-Iranian 
pipeline, except for the portion 
actually in Iran, Turkey's 
energy minister said earlier 
this summer. 

Industry analysis expect 
other companies such as 
Mobil Corp., which has a pro¬ 
duction-sharing contract in 
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Turkmenistan, to. profit from 
any opening up or the land¬ 
locked country. 

However, any perceived 
concessions toward Iran risk 
stirring passions in Congress 
at a time when US investiga¬ 
tors are looking into a possible 
link between Iran and the 
bombing of a US militaty 
compound in eastern Saudi 
Arabia that caused the death 
of !° American servicemen 
last year. Congress ami the 
Clinton administration subse¬ 
quently imposed tough new 
sanctions on Iran, the latest 
escalation in the long-running 
feud between the two nations. 

Prominent former foreign 
policy officials recently have 
advocated a new approach, 
utilizing economic and diplo¬ 
matic incentives to entice the 
newly elected Iranian govern¬ 
ment into a dialogue "with the 
United Slates. Among them 
are two. former national secur¬ 
ity advisers. Zbigniew Brze- 
zinski and Brent Scowcniit. 
and a former assistant secre¬ 
tary of slate for Near Eastern 
and South Asian affairs. Rich¬ 
ard W. Murphy. 

The administration's accep¬ 
tance ol the trans-Iranian pipe¬ 
line "means there is some eas¬ 
ing in \'Ui policy toward Iran." 
said Zalmay Khalilzad. direc¬ 
tor of strategic studies at Rand 
Corp. and a former Reagan 
administration foreign policy 
official. "The question is. can 
you stop at this? Will it just 
lead to more pressure to allow 
Iranian gas to go to Turkey, 
ton'.*" 

Turkey signed an agreement 
in May to purchase Turkmeni¬ 
stan gas after the Clinton 
administration voiced strong 
objections to an earlier $23 
billion Turkish-Iranian gas 
deal. Administration officials 
publicly assert that Ankara's 
agreement with Turkmenistan 
will assure Turkey's reliance 
on Turkmen rather than Ira¬ 
nian gas. 

However. Marc Grossman, 
former US ambassador to Tur¬ 
key. said in a recent speech to 
an energy conference in Istan¬ 
bul that Turkish officials 
asserted lhc pipeline would 
carry Turkmen gas "for the 
first few years.” The phrasing 
suggested it may eventually 
transport Iranian gas. which is 
currently unable to reach Tur¬ 
key or Western markets, partly 
because of US sanctions. 

An oil industry source 
familiar with Ihe project said 
the deal actually invulves "a 
swap of gas." ;m arrangement 
in which Turkmenistan would 
pump its supplies into the Ira¬ 
nian pipeline network and Iran 
would send an equal amount 
on to Turkey. The new pipe¬ 
line will intersect an already 
existing Iranian one. making 


such' a swap 'possible. This 
meshing of Iranian supplies 
into an international network 
helps explain Tehran's support 
for the project, according to 
several industry sources. 

The pipeline initially would 
carry 3 billion cubic meters a 
year of Turkmen gas and an 
equal quantity of Iranian gas. 
according to press accounts 
from Ankara. Eventually, the 
amount could rise to 30 billion 
cubic meters, three times Tur¬ 
key's current annual gas 
consumption. 

The development of Turk¬ 
menistan's gas reserves is 
intricately tied to a larger 
administration plan to open the 
Caspian Sea’s vast pool of oil 
and gas. Tapping into these 
reserves represents no serious 
technical challenge. But find¬ 
ing pipeline routes to foreign 
markets has turned into a dip¬ 
lomatic challenge with inter¬ 
ests affecting Russia. China 
and Iran, and their relations 
with the United Slates. Adding 
to the political complexity is 
the fact that almost all the pos¬ 
sible oil and gas pipeline 
routes run through territory 
wracked by still-unresolved 
ethnic or religious conflicts. ■ 


LA Times-Washington Post 
News Service 
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Aqel denies economic recession 

ACCORDING TO government officials, Jordan's economy 
is gradually becoming more prosperous because of its suc¬ 
cess in moving forward in its economic reform program that 
was launched in 1989. This is, of course, in corporation with 
the International Monetary Fund (IMF). 

Hie program’s core focuses on major distortions in Jor¬ 
dan’s economy. These include the deficits in the trade bal¬ 
ance, balance of payment and the budget. The deficit in the 
budget was cut to about 4.6 percent of GNP. 

In addition, the deficit in the current account was cut to 
3.1 percent of GNP. while the shortage in the trade balance 
went down from 42 percent in 1995 to 34 percent Iasi year. 

These indications are seen by economic experts as reflect¬ 
ing the new prosperous trend in the country. This is despite 
the fact that some analyse object to these improvements 
who claim that what is happening today in Jordan (flotation 
of prices, privatization and globalization for a free market 
economy) kills people's hopes and ambitions and the right to 
lead a decent comfortable life. 

Those who disagree with this, reiterate tiiaL the situation is 
critical and stress that something should be taken urgently to 
stop the intervention by outsiders such as the IMF to impose 
their conditions on us and take the most benefit from the 
whole reform process. 

However. Regional Director in the Arab Bank. Mifleh 
Aqel stresses that through the implementation of the eco¬ 
nomic reform program. Jordan's economy has managed to 
remove many distortions. He denies that there is an eco¬ 
nomic recession. 

Aqel argues that manufactures and businessmen who 
never stop complaining about the decline in their profits, 
attribute it to recession. They must be mistaken. There arc 
other causes behind their losses, such as competition from 
imported cargoes to local products and the duplication of 
similar products from commercial and industrial companies, 
he argues. 

This is the case in the production of vegetable oil. for 
example. These plants that produce this material operate at a 
capacity that is four-folds of the actual domestic need. What 
this really implies is that building a new oil factory will 
badly affect existing factories and cause further losses. 

As for outside competition. Aqel says that this creates 
many problems for local manufactures. He called on them to 
review their cost schedules, improve quality and increase 
their expertise to cope with the external challenges. Speak¬ 
ing on the ongoing discussion about the high rate of unem¬ 
ployment in Jordan as an index of economic recession. Aqel 
admits that this does exist only among a certain professional 
groups, in which supply is more than demand. However, he 
adds, there is a shortage of labor in other areas of work such 
as technical skills, financial management and industry. The 
main reason for unemployment according to Aqel is that 
many Jordanians are reluctant to join certain jobs, and only 
concentrate on what they call respectable ones. ■ 


JWICO 

Home furniture 



THE JORDAN Wood Industries Co. (JWICO) is well 
known for top quality products and commitment to the 
customer. In the middle of this year. JWICO introduced 
new standard products in line with European specifica¬ 
tions. 

The company's General Manager and CEO Mr Na- 
jeeb Qube'en. said JWICO was established in 1975 at a 
capital of JD 240.000. Originally it was in partnership 
with one of the largest Danish companies manufacturing 
wooden doors (JuUandia). JWICO first produced interi¬ 
or doors in 1977 and continued broadening its produc¬ 
tion line to include exterior doors and anti-fire doors. 

In 1979 JWICO began exporting doors to Iraq, and 
doubled production in 1980. In 1982 it was turned into a 
public shareholding company at a capital of JD 1.5 mil¬ 
lion. 

In 1986, it started manufacturing house and office fur¬ 
niture and kitchen boards. The company also opened a 
showroom of 1000 cubic meters in Mecca Street to 
serve customers directly. 

Mr Qubeen added that in 1995, and as a result of the 
big increase in customers' demand. JWICO began to 
widen its establishment, and increase production, intro¬ 
ducing new designs to customers, using the latest tech¬ 
nology to give high quality products at reasonable pric¬ 
es. 

These innovations increased sales to neighboring 
countries. JWICO exports rose by 440 percent in the 
first half of this year compared with the same period of 
last vear. This meant a sales increase from JD 104,000 
to JD 560.000. 

New showrooms for agents and customers were 
opened in Dubai. Al Riyadh. Jeddah, Beirut, and Naza¬ 
reth. JWICO also plans to open showrooms in Gaza and 
Ramallah. ■ 


Nahas Travel and Tourism rides 
waves with Japanese Airlines 


JAPAN AIRLINES in Jordan is 
represented by Nahas Travel & 

Tourism—a leading travel 
agent and tour operator that was 
established in Amman in 1972. 

In 1980 Nahas Travel & 

Tourism became the Genera] 

Sales Agents for Japan Airlines. 

Since then, the local agent de¬ 
veloped close contacts with Jap¬ 
anese companies. 

Nahas officials visited Japan 
several times to promote Jordan 
as “Tourisi Country.” 

These proved fruitful. The 
agency provided the first char¬ 
ter ever from Fukuoka city in 
Japan to Amman on December 
‘92; on board were 226 Japa¬ 
nese tourists who visited Jordan 
and other countries around. 

Japan Airlines is considered 
the number one airline in the 
world in terms of its 747 fleet size. They have 
85 jumbos. 

Also Japan Airlines was the first Airline in 
the world to introduce the personal video on 1 
February 1989. 

With a fleet of 142 aircrafts, Japan Airlines 
fly to 64 cities in 29 countries—JALs average 
international departures from Japan per week is 
440 flights. 

The number of JAL flights over Siberia (TS) 
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Mohammad Rayed, general 
manager of Nahas Travel 


is 50 flights a week and over 
the Pacific (to the United 
States that is) 104 flights a 
week. 

JAL’s first operation from 
Tokyo to Europe via Anchor¬ 
age, USA was on 6 June 1961. 

JAL was founded in 1951 
and in 1987 it was privatized. 

The number of international 
passengers carried by JAL for 
the year ended on 21 March 
‘97 reached 11,490014 with 
an increase of 6.4 percent over 
the year before. 

Domestic passengers car¬ 
ried were 18.777390 also with 
.an increased of 3.9 percent. 

Total number of uplifted 
passengers. 30,197904 an av¬ 
erage increase of 4.8 percent 
over last fiscal year. 

Japan Airlines and Royal 
Jordanian bad filed a commercial agreement in 
198) for special prices to and from Japan with 
both airlines VIA points in South East Asia 
(Bangkok/Singapore) and VIA in Europe (Loa- 

don/Frankfurt/Paris/Arnsterdam/Madrid). 

After the opening of the new Kansai Airport 
in Osaka in 1995 Royal Jordanian obtained tire 
right to operate to Osaka but did not start oper¬ 
ations yet. ■ 

















Inner life of Arab sculpture is reborn 


By Hala Shaker 

Special to The Star 


“WORK, TORMENT, and hope are what make 
up the history of the human race on this planet. 
Cherishing the memory of this history, making it 
known and providing its cultural content with a 
worthy framework—this is the duty of each and 
everyone of us." says Oscar Niemeyer. the fa¬ 
mous Brazilian artist. 

It has long been an Arab sculptors's dream: to 
congregate together and bring out the rich diver¬ 
sity and skill of their work. Today, this dream 
has become a reality. 

Forty prominent sculptors from six Arab 
countries are meeting together for the first time 
at the Jerash Festival. Their collective exhibition 
of superbly constructed pieces takes place cur¬ 
rently at the Cave of Zeus. Tin's first encounter 
is a great artistic and cultural event. There is a 
parallel symposium of sculptors, researchers in 
esthetics and architecture at the Baladana Art 
Gallery in Amman. From Jordan. Palestine, Iraq, 
Syria. Lebanon, and Egypt these people are 
meeting to interact and discuss contemporary 
Arab sculptures and espouse it to the general 
public. 

Mrs Suad Hourani, director of the Baladna 
An Gallery and the originator of the encounter 
said that she had been preparing for more than a 
month. It is special in die sense that it is the first 
collective of diverse Arab sculptures. 

Mohammad Hajjras a distinguished Egyp¬ 
tian sculptor said the encounter is a very good 
beginning. ‘Tt is a birth of a great idea we have 
longed for since the 19S0s." He added that art¬ 
ists are always in need for such encounters, say¬ 
ing that “their coming together changes the di¬ 
rection of the Arab artist It also breaks the bars 
of isolation and solitude which constitute a di¬ 
lemma for Arab artists in our modem society." 
After all Arab sculptors have to come together 
to improve. 

Seven Egyptian sculptors from different gen¬ 
eration are taking part in the event. Hajjras. a 
long time sculptor, dealt with the dilemma of the 
Arab human through his five displayed graven 
figures like the Martyr’s Kiss, the Caravan pro¬ 
ceeds, Motherhood,-the Enclosure; and La tNoi. 
This last work stands for the man in the Arab 



world who is in constant revolt against this ugly 
age, says Hajjras. 

The other Egyptian sculptors. Naji Farid, 
Hazem Mistikawi. Hazem Abdel Khaleq, Ja¬ 
mal Abdul Nasser. Sal ah Hammad, and Ham - 
di Atiyeh. belong to the younger generation. 
Their works exude creativity and power that are 
rich in diversity, techniques and subjects shed¬ 
ding light on modem Egyptian sculpture. 

Palestinian Zaki Salam said "I wish there 
were more participants from Palestine.” Sculp¬ 
ture is the art of settlement and stability. Salam 
points out; but Palestinian sculpture suffers from 
the lack of stability and live under circumstanc¬ 
es of removal. Because of this Palestinian sculp¬ 
tors turned to other forms of an. 

Salam's seven bronze works and one wooden 
figure seem at a first glance realistic. He used a 


technique which represented a significant means 
of expression. Salam says that the axes of his ap¬ 
proach is the expression. ‘1 rely on the inner ex¬ 
pression of man, joy mingled with inner tension, 
and other feelings of the people surrounding me. 
The statue is not merely the state of man it must 
provide a visual dialogue with the surround¬ 
ings.” Salam said. 

Syria was represented by four remarkable art¬ 
ists. Mustafa All’s seven bronze works are 
about the contemporary Syrian myth. 

Lufti Rahim executed his figures in marble. 
But together with Aktham Abdel Hamid, both 
deal with abstract themes. Rabee AI Akhrass" 
iron works on the other hand tend to be more ex- 
pressionistie. ; 

Jordan also has a full contingent with !0 ; ^ 
sculptors. Their works were individual initia-' ' 


lives according to the mass flood of events and 
images. 

Mima Saudi, Mohammed Issa, Sanaa 
Zaru. Larissa Najjar. Abdelhai MusaHam, 
Nazih Oweis, Ahyd Younes. Abdellaziz Abu 
Ghazaleb, Khaied Hamzeh. and Maha Aba 
Ayyasb have all a range of diverse works in 
subject and in style. 

Muna Saudi the well-known artist employed a 
powerful technique. Taking a mere glance at her 
art one perceives the widely mature handling of 
stone and gets (he strong impression that she is a 
fervent lover of her country, as. one critic said. 
What attracts the attention of the eye and the 
feeling in Oweis’ works is the ability to move 
the spaces through his strong and close relation 
with the material he uses. 

And Abdulhay Musallam’s artistic subjects 
range from folklore to glorious tales. 

Inside the Cave of Zeus one also meets shin¬ 
ing images that are overshadowed by the Monu¬ 
ment of Liberty in Baghdad. 

Iraq's participation is the largest. There are 13 ; 
artists of three different generations who have 
created their sculptures with the help of their in¬ 
ner desire to reveal their spiritual beings. These 
include Ismael Fatah, Karim Khalil , Aii Ras- 
san. Had! Abas, Iyad Sadeq, Salman Radi. 
Laitfa Fattah, Khaied Izzat, Nateq Al AIoussL, 
Airier Khalil, Murtada H aHaad and Sabah 
Fakhreddin. 

The inquiring Iraqi images are not after find¬ 
ing the eternal answers. They are listening to the 
deep Sumerian inscription that carries wisdom - 
and provides the sanctity of life. Iraqi sculptures 
like prayers, have long hidden treasures that 
keep them away from any unified social or cul¬ 
tural interpretation. 

The sculptors reveal their inner will to 
achieve as much as they can of every penetra¬ 
tion into the Iraqi identity which is concealed 
under the dust of wars and immigration. 

Lastly is the participation of five prominent 
Lebanese sculptors. 

SaJwa Rawdha Sbnkayr, Izzat Mezher. 
Samer Mogbarbel Naim Thobat, Izzat Ham- 
am. All are united by the presage of creativity 
and the desire to be united with, the material of 
sculpture. Their works are about'modernity in 
form ancl in subject.'if" • •. .-n« 


Dome of the Rock 
lights through 
indigenous artwork 


Hani brings Arab 
song back on track 



By a Star Staff Writer 


WHILST WALKING along the 
Colonnade of the Jerash ruins, 
your amazement never ceases 
with the surrounding creativity 
and wonderful architecture of 
the ancient city of Jerash. 

On the footpath you could 
also see how modem man suc¬ 
ceeded in giving the Roman 
city a touch of modem beauty. 
Regardless of all that is pre¬ 
sented on the theaters and the 
handmade artwork along the 
decorated sides of the Colon¬ 
nade, a unique model of the 
Dome of the Rock in Jerusa¬ 
lem’s Holy Places challenges 
the atmosphere of the aDrieni 
Roman. 

The model captivates the vis¬ 
itor to the extent that he some¬ 
times forgets he has another 
performance to get. 

The model is a miniature 
replica of the Dome of the 
Rock. Its framework is made of 
strong plywood and inlayed by 
qalf a million olive and date 
Kernels. 

With different colors of 
lights that shine through its 99 
windows, the model permeates 
& fOlfi tQ. life but sad picture of 
the mosque of the Dome of the 
Rock. 


Jordanian artist Gbassan 
Ayassrah said the model took 
him three years of handwork 
and 6000 working hours, 
which caused him a lot of pain. 

“The idea started on 16 May 
1993 and completed on 10 
April 1995," Ayassrah, 31, 
said. “The day it was finished 
was a remarkable day in my 
life.” 

The model is about two 
meters high and weighs over 
a ion. 

Friends and relatives in Jor¬ 
dan, Arab and even foreign 
countries who knew about the 
project started sending ker¬ 
nels to the artist. They used.to 
be sent either through mail or 
by travelers. 

The windows of the 
mosque was made of colored 
glass mosaics, the colors were 
brought from Syria. 

The 99 holy names of Al¬ 
lah is written on top of the 99 
windows of the model. The 
artist used shaving blades, 
eggshells and fodder seeds. 

The kernels are shaped in 
a very .artistic way, you can 
say how the artist used dif¬ 
ferent size kernels. These of 
course depended on the an¬ 
gle that the painter was 
working on. 


Ayassrah wishes artists in 
Jordan to be given more sup¬ 
port. “I wish to have the op¬ 
portunity to establish my 
own gallery and travel with 
my art around the world.” ■ 


IT IS the distinctive voice that pulls 
in the crowd. And Hani Shaker is no 
exception. Indeed his serenades at 
Jerash last week proved a spit firing 
occasion to revamp the South Theater. 

Being a popular Egyptian singer 
that is known all over the region, 
Hani was the ever consummate. In 
fact he is credited with bringing the 
so-called Arab song back on track. It 
was no more Arab pop, if that’s what 
it can be called, Hani sang songs that 
resembled the echoes of Urn Kal- 
thoum, Abdel Halim Hafez and 
Farid Al A trash. 

And everybody loved it. The stage 
was packed on all three nights that he 
sang. This is the first time that Hani 
sings at the Jerash festival. Judging 
by his performances, it won’t be the 
last. 

On a number of occasions he 
reduced the audiences to tears 
because of the way he sang and the 
contents of his songs that concen¬ 
trated on humanity. 

His song Al Quds was very emo¬ 
tional both for him and his audience. 
In fact he was so carried away that at 
the end of the song, he chanted “Pal¬ 
estine”, “Palestine", with the audience 
repeating after him. 

In the Arab world, politics is an 
. overwhelming force that engulfs soci¬ 
ety. When asked, Hani said that he 
will never sing in the Arab territories 
so long as it is under Israeli occupa¬ 
tion. ■ 
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High drama at the Arthropod Trade Center 
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Myidea of a good 
television mystery is one 
where it's hard to detect 
the sponsor! 
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Thurs. 7/8/97 


Sat 9/8/97 


■ South Theater Kathim Al 
Saber—Iraq 

■ North Theater: Jam! Braso- 
vuJui —Romania 

■ Animes Theater: Sakber 
Hattar—Jordan 

■ Sound & Light Theater: Ka- 
rak Folk Group 


■ South Theater Nawal 
Zughbi—Lebanon 

■ North Theater Baroque 
Orchestra—Canada 

■ Articles Theater. Jordanian 
Artists Association—Jordan 

■ Sound & Light Theater Ir- 
bid National University 


7^ :: v. 


Sun 10/8/97 


FrL 8/8/97 


■ South Theater Nawal 
Zughbi—Lebanon 

■ North Theater Jonii Braso- 
vuluPL.Romani a 

■ Artimes Theater. Jor danian 
Artists Association—Jordan 


■ South Theater Nawal 
Zughbi—Lebanon 

■ North Theater National 
Music Conservatory—Jordan 

■ Artimes Theater Jor danian 
Artists Association—Jordan 

■ Sound & Light Theater 
Philadelphia University Group 
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BRITISH AIRWAYS has 
appointed Mr Mark 
Hodson as manager gf 
office in Amman ami 

assumes his dutiis 7 
August. He is tajHng over 
from Fiona Hamilton who 
takes a new job in the 
Czech Republic. 

Mr Hodson said he Is 
very pleased to work with 
die British Airways 
“I am glad to have the 
chan ce to continue with 
my contribution to the 
airline. I believe that the 
growth and prosperity In 

and tourism in the region are 
"S’ 00 - *>“ xaferc Of hto 

P^eviODsJolbasati-aJixfa^ director in the sales department 

f£f iSL?* Cfaana ; *° Work *******y in theMkfcBe 
East region m general and in Jordan in particular. ■ 
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^rarii still fascinated wiUi mega-projects and shorfr'term pr ofi ts 


Deterred by the complexity of the issues and the 
absence of easy solutions. Western interest in the fate of 
the Amazon has waned in recent years. But the giant 
rainforest remains as threatened as ever. Its major stew¬ 
ard, Brazil, is beset with economic ills that lend more 
urgency to exploitation than ecology. And Brazil’s peers 
in Africa and Asia are setting an example that clearly 
places tropical forests at the service of development 


By Carlos Castilho 

T uira, a Brazilian Indian from 
the Caiapo tribe, is again sharpen¬ 
ing the big knife—known locally 
as a tercado —that got the world’s 
attention in 19S9. It was then that 
she threatened to cut the throat of 


2.7 million square kilometer area are 
now city dwellers, most of them sub¬ 
sisting in extreme poverty. The 
300,000 gold prospectors roaming the 
Amazon basin have been affected by 
the steady reduction of the alluvial re¬ 
serves of the metal, and many have 


rautaba—a delica¬ 
cy for Japanese 
consumers—have 
fallen from $12 
million a year to a 
mere $2 million. 
The future of the 


M I don't think she's a surveyor...”: despite the attention of Western environmental groups, economics are shaping the Amazon's future 


Free trade killing the 
Amazon’s economy 


Jose Antonio Lopez, a high ranking turned to drug dealing. Amazon as a - 

government official, during a reporting While there are some freshwater fishery could suffer further 

protest against the proposed ~from signs of change (see side- damage from a series of projects to 

construction of a dam in the FI QDIlUflBflllC har), Brazilians don’t have a make its rivers navigable. 

Amazon basin’s Xingu river. iLOIlUnUljJud good record when it comes The first of these big waterways 
The reason the Caiapos ** to managing the Amazon, came into service last March. When fill- 

axe once again singing war songs is the The country’s fascination with expen- ly operational, it will carry some 
^Brazilian government’s ded.5iooJu.aL. . siv^jp,egaprojects and short-term eco- 300,000 tons of soy beans annually 
low asecond attempt to build the dam, nomic gain continues unabated, and from the central part of Brazil to the 
8 years after the World Bank aborted mostof the available evidence points to port of Manaus through the Madeira 
the operation by canceling previously a.troubled future for the world’s biggest river. There are four other waterway 
approved loans to avoid further dam- rainforest. projects under study in the Amazon 

ages to its public image. The conoes- Tor instance, the Amazon basin has that, according to experts, will increase 
sion for the Cararao dam (ironically the 20 percent of all drinkable water of the erosion of the fragile soils along river 
word is a Caiapo war cry) will be of- world and accounts for 16percent of banks. 

fered to private investors in 1999 as the water flowing through all rivers in Meanwhile, deforestation is again in 
part of a highly controversial plan to the world, according to a United Na- the headlines. Paulo Nogueira Netto, 
build nine new hydroelectric plants in tions study citing data from die World one of the leading environmental acad- 
the Brazilian Amazon. If completed. Resources Institute. But bad manage- emic experts, says that tree cutting of 
these dams will provide a combined ment is undermining the immense po- the Amazon forest has grown since 
1 55 million megawatts of electricity tential of this watershed to meet human 1994 after a much-trumpeted 50 per- 
and cost approximately US$12 billion, needs—pollution from the mercury cent reduction in the annual rate dur- 
Dams are the most recent in a long used by gold miners is making the wa- mg 1992. Approximately 1.2 million 
r i headaches faced by the ter unsafe even for fishes. hectares of natural forests have been cut 

Brazilian governments as A Japanese study released last down each year since 1995, according 

successive their stewardship March showed that the harvest offish to Nogueira Netto. “It’s like deforest- 

they try ^ ec0 nomic from the Amazon has dropped by 50 ing one Lebanon a year” he says. 

°* , e P ters Approximately 80 per- percent in recent years. Exports of During the past dry season, weath- 
oentofthe5 miilion people living in the some prized species such as the pint- 


er satellites spotted 95,000 queimadas ting fires and coordinating their efforts and river pollution, but clandestine 
(fires) in the 7 million square kilome- with the land units in charge of chasing airstrips used by drug dealers. The so- 
ters of the Amazon jungle. This rate is and fining the farmers. The network is phisticated monitoring system has 
almost the same as in the 1980s, when also important for the military and been approved by the Brazilian con- 
farmers’ “slash and burn” approach de- commercial air safety, but it’s been on gress but is now stalled in the courts.^ 
forested an area the size of Massachu- hold for almost two years since Brazil- The SIVAM scandal put die Amazon 

setts every year. But ifthe area lost is the iari congressmen discovered that the ■ issue back in the international arenas 
same, the practitioners have changed. selection process mixing old actors 

“Amazon deforestation was usually of suppliers was ■ > 1 like army officers, 

associated with the struggle for survival plagued by fraud. AIHdZOII OGTuI feSIduUH WdS strategic experts 

by poor peasants, but now it is just the Raytheon, a .. ■ . . . and spies, all of 

opposite,” says Philip Femside, a US- US corporation, USUDIIjf Willi them very active in 

born researcher at the Brazilian Insti- is in die eye of a . j . ■ ■ ■ the area in the 

tute of Amazon Studies in Belem. "‘The storm which in- IDG StllfgglG JOI" S9TVIV3I Wj 1960s and 1970s. 

economic growth since the 1995 stabi- volves accusa- ^ ^ ■ During those 

lization plan has led big farmers to in- tions of spying ptHJl pcdoulllo, llllt itUW It IS years, Brazilians 

crease the pasture area for cattle. The and covert work . _ w were frightened by 

purchasing power of the Brazilian pop- to eliminate the JIISI Inti DppDSIlC the so called “in¬ 
itiation grew bv 20 percent, mainly competing ternationalization" 

among low paid workers.” French consortium, Thomson-AlcateL of the Amazon region. Nationalistic 

The government’s effort to monitor If diese charges can be resolved the net- emotions were aroused by the fear oflos- 

the queimadas short-circuited in 1995 work, known by the acronym of ing control over a quarter of the nation’s 

when an international scandal para- SIVAM (Amazon Vigilance System)— territory to foreigners. At the same time, 

lyzed its plan to set up a $ 1.7 billion 13 stations scattered in the forest—will Brazilian military dictators wanted full 

network of so phisticated radar stations, collect and process data gathered by control over the region to avoid Viet- 

The radar stations are essential Lo guid- radar, satellites and infrared sensors nam-style guerrillas operating there, 

ing the small planes in charge of spot- able to detect not only the queimadas ► KILLING THE ECONOMY page 2 


Forests must serve needs of people and development 






Dntaagearea:.5-'? 


Indonesia shuns Western example 


Distancoot^^ 






By Prapti Widinugraheni 

I NDONESIA, THE CUSTODIAN of the 
world’s second largest rainforest, 
has no qualms about the largely 
Western “green movements” and 
their message. But the country’s 
leaders insist that the environmental 
values these “greens” espouse for the 
forests of Southeast Asia, Equatorial 
Africa and the Amazon Basin be im- 

REPORTING P° 3ed e<,UaUy °" ^ 
FROM forests. 

IMflDTK Indonesian ecology 
JflMKIR expert Otto Soemar- 
wo to says that regardless 
of what global environmental move¬ 
ments believe, Indonesia considers its 
forests as a resource whose “highest 
and best” use is the development of the 
country. 

Comparing Indonesia’s rainforests 
with Brazil’s in the Amazon, Soeraar- 
woto says the major difference between 
the two is the small population that the 
Brazilian government has to deal with 
in the Brazilian rainforests. “Indonesia 
has a huge population, even in the 
forests. These people can't five by re¬ 
lying solely on (the most developed ‘is¬ 
land of) Java; they need to live from 
their forests as well ” he notes. 

Soemarwoto says that although In¬ 
donesia, as well as the governments of 
the Amazon basin, are often pressured 
into doing what was considered “best” 
for the forests by global environmental 
movements, Indonesia has its own con¬ 
cept ofhow to manage its forests. 


“We can’t apply (environmental¬ 
ists') suggestions just like that. Adjust¬ 
ments need to be made... What may be 
a success story For one country may not 
work for Indonesia,” he states. 

Soemarwoto. who 
is also a former pro¬ 
fessor of environ¬ 
ment at die Padjad- 
jaran University in 
Bandung. West Java, 
says, however, diat 
Indonesia is deter¬ 
mined not to repeat 
the mistakes ofNorth 
American and Euro¬ 
pean countries that 
have logged their 
forests to an unre¬ 
pairable extent. 

“There is nothing 
wrong with regard¬ 
ing forests as a “glob¬ 
al asset,” but it 
should apply to all 
forests, both tropical 
and non-tropical, Jc | 
would be unfair to |j 
consider only tropi¬ 
cal rainforests as a 5 
global asset while ir- Managing a u gi 
responsible logging provides Indoru 
continues in temper- to dean up the 
ate forests.” he ob- - 


of which 49 million hectares (34 per¬ 
cent) are totally protected areas, mean¬ 
ing that timber exploitation is totally 
prohibited. 

The remaining 94 million hectares 
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Managing a “global asset” the US way: dear-cutting of temperate forests 
provides Indonesia with fuel for its arguement that Western nations need 
to dean up their own acts before gfving advice on rainforest management 


Indonesia's Ministry' of Forestry 
currendy records 143 million hectares 
of land in the country as forested lands. 


are divided into limited production 
forests, where selected felling is al¬ 
lowed; regular production forests, 
where selected felling or dear cutting 


is permitted; and convertible forests, 
where clear cutting or maximum tim¬ 
ber utilization is allowed so the area can 
be used for non-forestry purposes such 
as for plantations and housing areas. 

Despite the spe¬ 
cific designations for 
each part of the 
country's forests, vi¬ 
olations by forest 
concession-holders 
still occur. Minister 
of Forestry Dja- 
maludin Sury- 
ohadikusumo last 
year revoked the 
concessions of three 
companies because 
of their failure to 
manage their forests 
in an environmental-' 
ly-sustain able man¬ 
ner. All told, a total 
of 116 concessions 
have either been re¬ 
voked or unextend¬ 
ed since the govern¬ 
ment began allowing 
private sector partic¬ 
ipation in forestry- 
aperate forests development activi- 
n nations need ties. Indonesia 
t management currently has 488 
concession-holders, 
down from 550 in the early 1970s. 

Regarding this issuejeffrey A. Sayer, 
the director general of the Center For 
► SHUNNED EXAMPLE PAGE 2 
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AMAZONIA: i BURNT OFFERING? 


A nay of hope 
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The goldrush continues: major infrastructure projects 
planned and underway in the Amazon basin 


I The brainchild of soy bean baron Ola- 
cyrde Moraes,tfre $5 billioa, four-stage 
Ferronorte project would create a 
5,000- kilometer private railway connecting 
west and central Brazil with shipping centers. 
Opponents say it will open up vast areas of 
virgin rainforest to development and “slash- 
and-bum” agriculture. Supporters foresee 
access to over 2 million square kilometers of 
potential farmland and a $4.4 billion reduc¬ 
tion in shipping costs over 20 years.** ~ 


2 The Bolrvia-Brazil natural gas pipeline 
will traverse over 3,000 kilometers, 
connecting Bolivia’s Santa Cruz gas 
fields with the Brazilian port ofPorto Alegre. 
Opposition to the $2 billion project has been 
muted, since the gas it will be carrying to con- 
' sumers in Brazil is u deaner > ’burning that the 
fuels currently used to generate power. Crit¬ 
ics worry, however, that the construction 
roads will allow access to undisturbed parts 
of the rainforest. 


3 Work on the 2,500kilometer Cuiba-Por¬ 
to Velho highway began in the 1960s. Ef¬ 
forts are now underway to upgrade the 
road and a connecting840 km stretch in Peru. 
Among the projected benefits is a dramatic 
drop in the cost of shipping soy beans —as 
much as $100 a ton by some estimates. Brazil’s 
government has currently allocated $53 mil¬ 
lion for this project, which has drawn opposi¬ 
tion because of the impact earlier waves of set¬ 
tlers had on the area along the highway. 


4 Brazilian authorities want to deepen and 
widen sections of the Tocantins, Aragiria 
and das Mortes rivers to create a 3,000 
kilometer river network. When finished, the 
$222 million project would open markets to 
farmers in the smith, southeast and west cen¬ 
tral parts ofBrazib Opponents say that the teal 
cost of the needed infiastructure will cost over 
$1 billion and encourage environmentally in¬ 
appropriate farming in regions that, currently, 
. are not major agricultural centers. : 


5 Costing an estimated $80 million, the 
proposed Madeira-Amazon waterway 
involves dredging sections of the 1,000- 
kilometer Madeira River to improve naviga¬ 
tion. Proponents say the public/private pro¬ 
ject will significantly reduce the cost of ship¬ 
ping agricultural products from the Brazilian 
interior to European and Venezuelan mar¬ 
kets. Critics say chat it will open up a “devel¬ 
opment corridor 37 into relatively undisturbed 
parts of the Amazon rainforest. 


lion’s 199 2 Earth Summit in Rio de J 

|y, both sides hurled roses Instead.df 

Tbe Amazon Corridors Project ahd Ainaz^^ ^OT gt> j 

get a posriive reacrtioit from loading : 

They c5d so because fiiey foenson an ; .v 

that aims at preserving tbe biologicsl fia^Bce and aN>. ;: y ^ 
sHy in the tegpon wide keeping open commetd d hp^ v <y 
bORies. Washington Novaes, a wcfl - re sp ec terf fw"™:';: 5 :::. 
and environmental opinion maker says tfa ^hom.pcy 
NGOs must ‘take a dual approach to gww - 

fives. . * • .•* ■: ■■ *■} hi 

"So far the routine response (of environmentalist ^ > ^ 
to criticize. Bntlbere are now signs of new* positive t 
irgaitongfeda'd authorities. We cat mot just reject these - : 

Ideas wholesale because they originated from dHceskr. j >•; 
Brasilia (the Brazilian capita#,” advises Novaes* . : • V . 

The so-called corridors are a part of die Agenda wbero;;j yv. 
plans are already being transformed Into reaHfiesvTbere- ■ • 
wtfl be five corridors (Central, North, West, 

Ecotonos, a name given to some special environment^ 
areas in specific regions wifii no 

Hie masi tasget of the corridors is to. preserve tbe nat- .-' 
ural biodiversity of various parts of tbe Amazon area- 1 
where, according to experts, there are 1.5 m^oo fcdanL ; >?_• 
species of the 5 miffion known to exist on Earth. . - . *. *. 

The first one to be set up and studied Is theCeeteaf- 
Corridor, which begins near Manaus, the biggest .efty in *■ 
the Brazilian Amazon, and mil continue to tfie Peruvian ‘ 
and Colombian borders. The estimated cost of esfaWlste- r. # -_ 
ing the Central Corridor is US$20raaHon—most of which 
will go towards shKfies—aid the goverwnenl jslrioteg : .. ‘ 
to private. Brazilian corporations and foreign dottbrs for - 
this cash. • . •’>••.■ 4 ? ‘v > 

Studying and exploring hlodlversily is bfehni b i ose i Tho. • 
Brazilian biodiversity fund (its Portuguese acronym is.\ ; , 
FUNBIO) has received more than X,000 biquirias in teas - 
than a year from cor pora tions-that are interestedJn pnh^_\' 
jects prepared by the institution. TKe twan^s coi«wi^ . 
nity is supporting this approach because they aipectfos ^ I 
studies will yield mformation on toe pharmaceutical, fim- •; .•;?? 
ber mid genetic potential of the region wMle avokfiBg-ad- 
verse environmental publicity. > . * 

So fa, the Gtobat Environmental Fund (GEF) has ear- i 
marked $20 million for FUNBIO, an organization charged .. 
with preserving biodiversfiy not only in the Amazon but V \ 
also in the Atlantic Forest, along the AtiaHtic Ocean ' * 
shores, and the highlands of the Central part of BraaSi^jVf 
For every $500,000 collected internaHy, the G£F hats ' - 
promised to release $1 million unfit the .year 2000* M's ‘ • 
the first initiative of that type to be taken in tine world. V> ; 

—Carlos Ca3tSbo> 
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• International Forestry Research, says; 
“There are still problems (in Indone¬ 
sia), but there are also lots of areas 
where the standards of forestry prac- 
‘ rices on the field have considerably im¬ 
proved. But it is still necessary to have 
large areas that are protected against 
human disturbance. So there is an ur¬ 
gent need to improve the management 
standards of Indonesia’s national 
: parks and nature reserves” 

Soemarwoto says South American 
^countries could learn much from Ln- 
■donesia’s experiences with forestry 
'.management and exploitation, such as 
■in its gradual application of eco-label¬ 
ing requirements on forest-based prod¬ 
ucts. The Indonesian Ecolabeling 
-Agency, headed by former environment 
■minister Emil Salim, earlier this year 
completed eco labeling trials on tropi¬ 
cal wood from 14 forest concessions 
'operating in the country. 

Emil said die trial’s results had beeu 
“quite good” on average, although im¬ 
provements had yet to be made before 
their products were fit to enter the mar¬ 
kets of developed countries which al¬ 
ready applied ecolabeling require¬ 
ments. The International Tropical 
Timber Organization (ITTO), which 
groups consumer and producer coun¬ 
tries, has stipulated that from the year 
2000 ecolabeling would become a pre¬ 
requisite For producers of tropical tim¬ 


ber to gain access to markets in some 
countries. 

At least 19 countries have been us¬ 
ing ecolabeling since 1977. These in¬ 
clude members of the European 
Union, Canada, Japan, Scandinavian 
countries, the United States, New 
Zeala n d, Australia, India, South Korea, 
Singapore, Croatia, Taiwan and Israel. 
Last year, Indonesia and Malaysia ex¬ 
pressed concern over the ecolabeling 
requirement which was applied only to 
tropical forest products. Both countries 
considered the ITTO ecolabeling rul¬ 
ing unfair because it does not apply to 


non-tropical timber. They have since 
insisted the ruling be imposed on non- 
tropical timber products, which in¬ 
clude timber from boreal and temper¬ 
ate forests. 

“This is where global partnership is 
important,'’says Soemarwoto. “Every¬ 
one must understand that maintaining 
the sustainability of forests is every¬ 
one’s responsibility. But the fruits of 
this should also be shared by all.”© 
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PRAPTI WlDmUGRABENT COVERS 

forestry issues for The Jakarta 
Post. 


The ecology fever of the 1980s 
added to the controversy, with interna¬ 
tional organizations proclaiming that 
the Amazon is a sort of “world lung,” 
threatened by unscrupulous forest 
fires. Foreign human rights groups 
started noticing—and observing—the 
historic violence against local Indian 
tribes and landless peasants. 

All these issues lost their appeal in 
the 1990s. Foreigners came to the con¬ 
clusion that the Amazon issue was too 


complicated and that no easy solution 
was in sight- Brazilians were forced to 
pay more attention to skyrocketing in¬ 
flation, government corruption and ur¬ 
ban violence. 

Now the Amazon issue is coming 
back to the domestic agenda for rea¬ 
sons that have more to do with econo¬ 
my, jobs and social justice than with 
nationalistic feelings and eco-activism. 
The 30-year-old Manaus Duty Free 
Zone, once considered the economic 
salvation of the Brazilian Amazon, is 
now severely threatened by the elimi¬ 
nation of most trade barriers to foreign 


imports in the rest of Brazil. There are--. 
around 200,000 thousand jobs at 
stake. 

“Tuira and the Caiapos are not the. \ 
only ones sharpening their tercados. ~ 
The number of desperadoes is grow- . 
ing and the authorities now have a- 
double dilemma—save the forest and 
save the people of the Amazon,” ad¬ 
mits Washington Novaes in an article 
published by the main Brazilian news-^ 
paper, Gazeta Mercanlil.C 


Carlos Castilho is a WorldPaper V 

ASSOCIATE EDITOR FOR LaTIN AiCEBXCA.- 
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Amman cinemas 


Programs on JTV 
from 9-16 August 


i 


ENGLISH PROGRAMS 

•- SATURDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 
2:10—T winki e 
2 : 30 -^W ishb one 
3r0O-r-Bloe Heelers 
3:30—World of Geo 
4:00—The Vally Between 
4J0—Tilt 

5:00 —French Progr ams 
7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—Neighbors 
&00—-Ties that Bind 
8:30—Prism 
930—-Time Trax 
10:00—News at Ten 
.10:30—Feature Film 
12 :00-—mien 

SUNDAY 

2.*00—Holy Koran 
2:10—Cartoon 
3:00—Energy Express 
4:00—American Chart 
Show ■ . 

6:00—French Programs 
7:00—News in French 

7 JO—News Headlines 
7:35—Fresh Prince of Bel 
Air 

8:00—Cinema, Cinema, 
Cinema 

8:30—National Geographic 
9:10—Renegade 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:30—One West Waikiki 
11:15—Sisters 

MONDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 

3:10—Cartoon 

3:00—Gillette Sports Special 

3:30—Deep Water Have 

4:00—Animal Show 

4 JO—Ocean Girl 

5:15—French Programs 

7:30—News Headlines 

7:30—News Headlines 

7J5—Neighbors 

8:00—Murphy Brown 

8 JO—Babylon 5 



. ;l* t* 

eara 

Renegade , Sunday at 9:10 pm 

9:10— Highland er 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:30—Emergency Room(er) 
11:15—Homicide 

TUESDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 
3:00—Square Show 
3:30—Dog House 
4:30—The Album Show 
5:15—French Programs 
7:00—News in French 
7:30—News Headlines 
7J5—Coach 
8:00—Tilt 
8:30—Encounter 
9:10—Nature of Things 
10:00—News at Ten 
10 JO—West Beach 
11:15—Mini Series 


WEDNESDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 
2:10—Cartoons 
3:00—Global Gardner 

3 JO—Spell Binder 
4:00—Monsters Today 

4 JO—Border Town 

6.-00—French Programs 
7:00—News in French 
7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—Neighbors 
8:00—Soldier’s Diary 
8 JO—Oprah Winfrey Show 
9:10—Spencer for Hire 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Land’s End 
11:00—American Gothic 

THURSDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 
2:10—Cartoons 


Philadelphia I (Tel: 634149): 

The Lost World (Jurassic Park) 
Philadelphia U (Tel: 634149): 
Liar Liar 

Plaza (Tel: 699238): 

Phenomenon 
Concord I (Tel: 677420): 

Michael Collins 
Concord n (Tel: 677420): 

Spacejam 


7:00—News in French 
7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—Neighbours 
8:00——The Health Show 
8:30—Hawkeye (Drama] 
9:10—Drama Series 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:30— Mini Series 
12:00—Feature Film 

PROGRAMMES 
EN FRANQAIS 

SAM EDI 

5:00—Les Mondes 
Fantastiques 
Emission de jeux pour 
It's jeunes 

5:30—Des chi ffres et des 
lettres 

6:00—Des Unions 
sovietiques 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

L ‘ii euf de Colomb 

DIMANCHE 

5:00—Qui est qul ? 

5:30—Des chiffres et des 
lettres 

6:00—Magazine 

Foul pas river 

7:00—Le journal 

7:15 —Magazine pour tons 

Ziva 

LUNDI 

12:15-- Film: Les bottes de 
sepl lieues 
5:00—Qui est qui ? 

5:30—Des chiffres el des 
lettres 

6:00—L’integrale, 

7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine scientiGque 
Cinq sur cinq 

MARDI 

5:00—Qui est qui ? 


Highlight of the week at 
the Pleasure Dome 


• First First love, first kiss, first 
car...it’s all part of the BOOK OF 
LOVE 

Who wrote the book of love? Not Jack 
Twiller (Chris Young), whose hilari¬ 
ous efforts to impress the prettiest girl 
in the school lead to disaster. Whether 
throwing wild parties, imitating James 
dean, or “streaking ” through the 
neighbourhood with his outrageous 
friends. Jack will do whatever it takes 
to win the illusive girl of his dreams. 
But in his obsession for the prom 
queen, he overlooks the one girl who 
really appreciates his unique charm. 
Boasting a classic rock-and-roll 
soundtrack and an irresistible young 
cast, BOOK OF LOVE is a comic 
chapter in the life of a hormone- 
stricken teen who suffers all the hilari¬ 
ous humiliations of adolescence, but 
finally finds that growing up isn 7 all 
that bad! 




6irys need ail the trip ttwy can gst 


MDKoflOVE 



3:00—Americ’s Funniest 
People 

3:30—He Shoot He Scores 
4:00—French Programs 
7:00—News in French 
7 JO—News Headlines 
7:35—Trivial Pursuit 
8:00—Parenthood 
8:30—to is and dark 
(Superman) 

9:10—Kung Fu 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:30—Feature FDm 
12:00—Step By Step 

FRIDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 
2:05—Cartoons 
3:00—French Programs 
4:00—Family Matters 
4:30—NBA 
6:10—French Rim 


5:30—Des chiffres et des 
lettres 

6:00 —Captain Cafe 

Emission de varietes 

7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Orient sur Seine 

MERCREDI 

5:00—Qui est qui ? 

5:30—Des chiffres et des 
lettres 

6:00—Magazine 
Ushuaia 

7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

Ziva 

JEUDI 

5:00—Qui est qui ? 

5:30—Divertissement 
Taratata 

7:00—Le journal 

7:15—Le dessous des cartes 

VENDREDI 

3:30—Divertissement 
L‘6cole des fans 
5:30—L’argent 3/3 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 
Alio la terre 


Programs are subject to change by JTV | 


Video Releases 


M Bad Moon: Full moon, crescent moon, quarter 
moon, each is a Bad Moon for for Ted Harrison. By 
day, he’s photo journalist enjoying a stay with family 
in the pacific north west. By night, he trans figures 
• into a horrific half human-a ware wolf. 

MCritters 2: (The Main Course) Their hair balls from 
outer space, are back for seconds. In no time, eggs are 
popping open everywhere-a field full of live stock be¬ 
comes a gigantic feeding ground, and local residents 
are disappearing by the mouth full. Can the bounty 
hunters from deep space wipe out the critters before 
an American town is erased from the map? 

■ Fly Away Home: Inspired by a true story, this film 
tells the story of an orphaned child who stumbles on 
orphaned goose eggs. Nurturing the baby geese does 
not mean she can teach them to fly. or does it? 

Find out in this terrific family fun. 

■ Mermaids: the attractive Mrs. Flax (Cher) does not 
exactly lead a settled life. Whenever one of her ro¬ 
mances fails, she moves to another city. That hap¬ 
pened so far 18 limes. Cher, her daughters Charlotte 
(Wynona Ryder) and Kate (Christina Ricci) and 
Cher’s new romance (Bob Hoskins) put together a 
very enter training romantic comedy featuring the 
Choop Choop song. 

Courtesy: "The Pleasure Dome" 
TeL 676558 - Fax: 553S087 


CROSSWORD PUZZLE 
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ACROSS 
1 


38 Brando 


6 Major work 
10 Simpleton 

14 Spatter 
about 

15 Craving 

16 Curtain or 

maiden 

17 APeron 
IS Zona 

19 B6g Wed 
place 

20 ■Water.—- 

nor any drop 
to drink” 

23 “—and 

ssnpy 

24 London ste 

25 Outdoor 
bankings. 

28 IndWinct 
81 Limited 
35 Spetoa— 

38 — poirfl 

center of 


42 Actress Erin 

43 Office notes 

44 Modem: 
pref. 

45 Charlotte or 
Exniy 

47 A Reiner 

48 Diesatfus 

entiyrabbr. 
48 Force 
51 Comte* 

54 Statement of 


82 Knife 

63 GambSng 
town 

64 Sharp 
05 Fork part 
66 Surrounded 

by 

Bt Show agate 

68 Lute . 

69 Foteitata 

70 “Sesame 
Street* name 

down 


1 Gush forth 

2 Part of TAE 

3 — accomps 

4 Organic 
compound 

5 Partake 

6 King erf 
Norway 

7 Uncut 

8 Exptoaera 

g —oxacuSon 
(reprieve) 

10 Shame 

11 HetakSc 
border 

12 eaoomy 

13 “This one’s 


21 Provide with 
income 

22 Geniteguas 

offlk 

25 Hkoshkna 
devastator 

26 MR 

27 Pans 
subway 

29 Moslem 
scholar 

£ 1997. Tritosc Note Sen*** 


30 Poetry 
ingredtent 

32 HaBowed 
things 

33 Supreme 
Court JusSce 

34 John 

36 Entered 

37 Undersea 
skipper 

40 Yield control 
erf 

41 Ctad 

46 Catch 

50 Topic 

52 Gocptizant 

53 Andretti. 0-9- 

54 flafio words 

55 Skinny 

56 Oenaphte'S 
drink 

57 Step—1 

58 MetsOcvein 

58 Revolve 

60 Small case 

61 Descartes 


\ 



—THIS WEEK’S— 

HOROSCOPE 


By Linda Black 

Weekly Tip: Group activities and 
team play will flourish. Eveir couch 
potatoes may find themselves climb¬ 
ing mountains and riding bikes. 

Arles (March 21-April 19). Gather 
in the money. Put your massive intelli¬ 
gence to woric to solve a work-related 
problem. Proceed with caution. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20). Set 
your course. Be careful with yonr 
money and simply hoard it Yonr des¬ 
tiny seems apparent, but study is still 
required to gei there. 

Gemini (May 21-Jnne 21). Finish 
up old business and put your mind at 
rest. Start something new, although 
you don’t quite know how. Go over 
whai you’ve done and assess the dam- 


Cancer (June 22-Jnty 22). Heed a 
friend’s advice. Pay off an old debt. 
Keep a low profile. You're back in 
control soon. An old antagonist loses 
power. 

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). Take it 
easy. Organize your team so you can 
whip the opposition. Recuperate. No 
stressful activities allowed. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept 22). Make a 
d fc ranr contact Geminis will be talk¬ 
ing freely. Find out whatever you want 
to know by asking. 

Libra (Sept 23-Oct 23V Sign up 
for classes or a cruise. Work out a 
good compromise. You’ll be excep¬ 
tionally intelligent. Rest on your lau¬ 
rels. 

Scorpio (Oct 24-Nov. 21). Review 
your finances so you can go shopping. 
Follow through on a commitment, but 
don’t make any new ones. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). 

You’D get a good argument or two out 

of your partner. That ought to be fun. 
Don't even bother to put up a fighL 
It’s not worth the effort. 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). 
You’re busy as a hive of bees. 
Sequester yourself with your paper¬ 
work. You can reach a compromise 
with your partner. 

Aquarius (Jan* 20-Feb. 18). Write 
up your latest research. You’D find all 
toe right words Do the ediL Lei your¬ 
self be anracted by an opposite type. 

Pisces (F^b. 19-March 20). Stay 
home and work on a household pro¬ 
ject. finish it up, but don’t start a new 
oae[ You and your sweetheart need to 
talk — alone. 

jf You’re Having a BtoWsy This 
Week: .You and your friends can 
ptaim great things happen. Get them 


C pgT.Tal W »*fc rf ; * s<HiB “ 


Bridge 

Thrust and Parry 
By Omar Sharif and Tannah Hirsch 


Both vulnerable. North deala 
NORTH 
4 A62 
<710965 
O A Q 10 7 6 

*Q 


EAST 
4 J10 9 3 
<?K2 
05 

*987642 


WEST 
475 
9QJ73 
O J94 
+ AK53 

SOUTH 
4 K Q84 
<?A84 
0K832 
4 J 10 


The bidding: 

North East South 

10 Pass 14 

24 Pass 44 

Pass Pass 

Opening lead: King of 4 
Many hands hinge on the ability of 
one side or the other to gain control 
of the trump suit. Follow the play of 

Note tbal the Moysian 4-3 spade 
fit offers the only chance for game. 
Even so, we would have liked to see 
how the auction would have pro¬ 
gressed had West made a takeout 


West 


double over the one-spade response. 
Assuming four spades could be 
made, East-West nave a profitable 
save in chibs. 

West led the king of clubs, then 
shifted to a trump. Declarer made a 
erb play to render the defenders 
dess by playing low from dummy 

_[ allowing East’s nine to win the 

trick! The contract could no longer 
be touched. Declarer can win any 
red-suit return in hand, arrange a dub 
ruff on the table, then draw trumps 
and run diamonds for 10 tricks. (If 
East reverts to dubs, declarer ruffs in 
dummy, cashes the ace of trumps, 
then comes to hand with the king of 
diamonds or ace of hearts to draw the 
rest of the trumps.) 

The defenders can wrest control of 
the hand easily enough. West should 
simply continue with the ace of 
clubs, forcing dummy to ruff. As 
long as East waits to ruff the fourth 
diamond, declarer will have to con¬ 
cede a tramp and two hearts in addi¬ 
tion to the club the defense has 
already banked. 

What if, after ruffing the club, 
declarer ducks a trump? East wins 
and perseveres with clubs. No mat¬ 
ter in which hand declarer ruffs. East 
must score another trump trick and a 
heart. 


Jumble 


UottnoHe these Ebb- words, one 
letter to each square, to farm foxr 
onfinary nerds. 


DONEM 


Lit 



WEJEL 



□ 

m 


STOUE 


TTT 

:: i 

FLATES 


TTT 

□ 

□ 



WHAT A VETERAN 
WEATHERMAN 
BECOME*. 


Now arrange the dreled Irtten to farm 

the Hi prise answer, as s ugg es te d ly 
the above cartoon. 


■mn-Lxixixxu 


CHNOSVHS 

-TX3M. — samtaoq uscmaqjeatt uuataa s ^arasay 

TVISHd HTlSOf THMHT NOW3Q srarasuv 


Would You 
Believe... 


George Custer was only 26 
when he received a field pro¬ 
motion to general during the 
Civil War. 

• • * 

President Abraham Lin¬ 
coln was only one month into 
his second term when he was 
assassinated. 

mm* 

"The Lights of New York H 
was the first “all talkie” 
motion picture. 

• mm 

A baby develops only 

about 20 milk teeth. 

■ • a 

The nearest galaxy to our 
own, Andromeda, is sail 2 
million light years away. 

m m m 

Canaria has other countries 
beat when it comes to coast¬ 
line. There are about 150,000 
miles of coastline in tbe 
northern country. The United 
States has about 12,000. 

O IWJ. Tribune Metfi Sente 



Prepare for exams 
with the Swiss Center 

THE SWEIS Educa¬ 
tional Center (SEC) is 
run by a team of educa¬ 
tors from several of 
Amman’s most suc¬ 
cessful private secon¬ 
dary schools as well as 
from the University of 
Jordan and the USA. 

The center provides 
both test and college 
preparation for stu¬ 
dents. 

The center offers a 

series of short courses that are designed to prepare stu¬ 
dents for examinations. Those specific subject areas 
which often prove difficult for a student can be mastered 
through the help of the SEC. This is by providing stu¬ 
dents with research skills and extended essays. The edu¬ 
cational center can also provide assistance and guidance 
to students and parents seeking to select and secure ad¬ 
mission to the right overseas university. 

It offers courses for IB, A-levels. SAT II, and 1GCSE 
Students in Biology, Business, Chemistry. Economics. 
English, History. Mathematics and Physics; (his is in¬ 
cluding specialized preparation courses for TOFEL. SAT 
1, GR£, GMAT, and Tawjihi. 

.The Sweis Educational Center offers an array of help¬ 
ful resources to supplement course work done in-class. 
Its resources include past-examinations, internationally 
renowned study guides for achievement tests as well as 
an array of overseas university resources. The resources 
are updated continuously (o reflect changes. 

Each student is carefully examined to monitor his/her 
abilities and progress. This allows for individualized 
study programs, assistance, and care. With SEC's contin¬ 
uous monitoring of its students through repeated exami¬ 
nations using real test questions, and SEC's multitude of 
resource, no student will be left behind. 

The Sweis Educational Center offers several advantag¬ 
es over home tutoring. Its classes are small, so the stu¬ 
dent gets his/her share of individual attention. The op¬ 
portunity to study with other students who are facing 
similar challenges provides stimulation for each student 
as well as a chance to pool their knowledge. Lastly, it is 
more economical for the parents in terms of time and tui¬ 
tion. 

Rates are favourable compared with private tuition. 
Specialized courses such as research skills, extended es¬ 
say preparation, and university counselling are offered 
on Thursdays. The fees for these courses vary and pro¬ 
vided upon request. Private tutoring can also be arranged 
through the center. Courses have started this week and 
gq on till 28 August. ■ 
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La doyenne Jeanne Calment quitte Vhutnanite a 122 fins 

" . . _ . ■ ___.. i J.. ri? <. n r 4 J p/w /rr/>L?frl moi 



la mart du 

regime communisie el traverse deux guerres mondiales. Nee a Arles le 21 fevrier 1875, sous la Illume Repubhquz, cette 
fdle d’armaleur suit des etudes secundaires jusqu 'au brevet avanl d’apprendre la peinlure et la piano, bn an apres la 
naissance du cinema, a 21 arts clle epouse son cousin Fernand Calment, proprietaire d’un grand magasjnde Ussas, 
Grand-mire des 1926, ette se retrouvera vite seule aufil dc sa longue vie. Aprbs son mari en 194 - etsajute unique, son 
unique petit-fils mourra dans un accident de la route, en 1960. .... , 

Le Livre Gniness des records la reconnait en 1993 comme doyenne de I’humanile. bn nonane au moms n aura pas pu 



Supplement en frangais du Star 


a mime sorti un disque, Mai tresse da temps, ou die s 'improvise chanteuse de rap! 

Devenue presque totalement aveugle, sourde et impotente. Jeanne Calment (noire photo), toujours coquette et. 
gourmande, fetait chaque annee son anniversaire en presence dejoumalistes venus du monde entier. _ „ 

Desormais, Vhomme le plus vieux du monde est un Americain d'origine danoise quifStera son I15eme anniversaire le 
16 aout prochain dans un foyer de retraites pris de San Francisco. 





Relations israelo-palestiniennes 

Des bombes tristement pre visibles 

Responsables palestiniens et observateurs etrangers le 
' <■ craignaient depuis longtemps. Le double attentat de Jerusalem 
- - qui a fait 18 marts et plus d'une centaine de blesses est en realite 
Faboutissement d'une serie de provocations israeliennes . 


Elections 






Les raisons de « 

; nouveau debordement dc vio¬ 
lence son! Ividentes. Depuis 
{'accession du Likoud au pou- 
1 voir. £lu sur une une base hos¬ 
tile aux accords dc paix d'Oslo, 
1 Je premier ministre Benjamin 
^ Netanyahou n'a pas raid une 
’ occasion de porter prejudice au 
; processus de paix dej5 en diffi- 
cuke au temps du parti iravail- 
“ liste. La lisLe des provocations 
■" du gouvemement israelien est 
longue. D'abord. Netanyahou a 
mis du temps avant d'accepter 
de renconirer Yasser Arafat, 
son panenaire oblige pour la 
, paix. 

Ensuitc. le premier ministre 
a diSclard it plusieurs reprises 
_ vouloir introduire des change- 

* menls dans les accords palesti- 
. no-israeiiens. Et puis il y a eu 

le percemenl du tunnel sous ia 
mosqu£e Al-Aqsa, Lroisieme 
lieu saint dc I'lslam. qui a pro- 
voque une soixantaine de 
X morts. 11 y a eu aussi la mise en 
; chantier d'une colonie juive h 
■ Jabal Abu Ghneim. Enfin il y a 

• eu toutes ces agressions quoti- 
diennes et exasperantes : les 
caricatures outrageames du 
prophete Mahomet et dc la 
Vicrge Marie, les destructions 
de maisons. la confiscation des 
cartes d'identife et plus r£cefo¬ 
ment les affrontements 
d’Hebron ou des Palestiniens 
sont combos sous les baNes de 
soidats Israel iens. 

La situation 6 conomique des 
lem'ioires palestiniens 

. n'arrange rien. Selon un rap¬ 
port de I'Onu. tl's auraient per¬ 
du 6 milliards de dollars en 
trois ans en raison du blocus. 
ce qui representc le triple de ce 
qu'a reju en dons l'Autoritc na- 
lionale palcstiniennc. Le climat 
est done suffisamment empoi- 
sonne pour favoriser des ac¬ 
tions desesperies. tellcs que ce 
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Dialogue sans issue entre ropposition et le pouyojr 

Trois semaines apres Tappet au boycott des elections legislatives glance pewies^p 
Fre res musulmans, les tractations semblent au point mart L 
Dans Vopposition , les partis restent divises sur la position a adopters ^ 

Le gouvemement, lui, refuse toujours toutes concessions, ''fkf -f ; 


Le soldat israelien empeche le Palestinien et son dne de 
traverser Hebron. Depuis le double attentat-suicide de 
Jerusalem, les Palestiniens ne peuvent quitter leurs villes 
et traverser les territoires israeliens. 


double attentat-suicide. 

L'Autorite palestinienne a 
malgre tout condamne ce dou¬ 
ble attentat et ses services de 
s£curiie ont entreptis des rafles 
dans les milieux i slam isles du 
Hamas en Cisjordanie et 5 
Gaza. 

Hamas implique ? 

A cel Igard, Mohamad Dal- 
han. le chef de la sficuritd pales- 
tinienne. rdpete que la coordi¬ 
nation isroelo-palestiruenne en 
matiere dc securitc est une des 
conditions du retour it la table 
des negocialion 5 . Or le gou¬ 
vemement de Netanyahou con¬ 
tinue de critiquer le manque de 
zfele des services dc sdcuriie pa¬ 
lestiniens. qui. selon lui. dc- 
vraient jouer le meme role que 
celui des miliees pro- 
israeliennes d'Antoine Lahud 
au Sud-Liban. Mohamad 
Dalhan estime pour sa part que 


rien ne prouve ('implication du 
Hamas dans le double-attentat 
de Jerusalem. C'est pour cctie 
raison qu'un dirigeant du 
mouvement integriste. Abdel 
Aziz Rantissi. a dte interpelle i 
Gaza, puis relachd quelques 
heurcs plus tard par la police lo¬ 
cale. 

Les Palestiniens craignent en 
tout cas une degradation de la 
situation. On leur interdit de se 
d£placer entre la Cisjordanie et 
Gaza et meme entre les villes de 
Cisjordanie. qui se retrouvenl 
isolees les unes des autres. Par 
ailleurs. la villc de Rafah a £\£ 
ferm 6 s. Or clle est silute sur 
une frontierc egypto- 
palestinienne et n'offre done pas 
de passage en territoire isradli- 
en. Les Palestiniens ont ainsi 
I'impression d'etre mis au piquet 
par Israeli 

De Gaza, Hassan Balawi. 


«// n'y aura pas dc 

dialogue sauf s'il s'agir Je 
I'inieri'i superieur de la Pa¬ 
ine», Depuis cette rcccnte de¬ 
claration du roi Hussein. Ics 
partis dc ('opposition n'ont ja¬ 
mais ete aussi divis^s sur la 
tactique a suivre. Certains (y 
compris Ics islamisies) exigent 
carrement I'abrogation de la loi 
clectorale diie de «la voix 
unique^, sinon ils boycotieronL 
Dautres veuleni au contraire 
participer au scrutin et pour 
ccla ils sont prets au dialogue 
avec le gouvemement. Autre- 
ment dit ils ont I'intention de 
n^gocier. 

Cette division aurait pu eire 
fvit^e. Salem Nahhas. secre¬ 
taire gtfndral du parti Hachcd 
(de gauche), & trop reclamer le 
boycott des autres partis, les 
aurnit eftray6s Us ont alors sai- 
5i cette occasion pour adopter 
une position m&liane de 
vparticipation conditionn 6 e* - 
comme ils I'appelient- pour ne 
pas fire aux basques des Freres 
musulmans. 

Cote gouvememental, on ne 
ferme pas la porte du dialogue 
mais on reste ferme. e'est-i- 
dire indisposd a faire des con¬ 
cessions. Les declarations du 
premier ministre Abdel Salam 
Majali apres ses diffiSrentes vi¬ 
sites b I'ftranger vont dans ce 
sens. Le ministre de I’interieur 
Nazir Rashid a d'autre part 
laisse entendre que les citoy- 
ens. de lous les courants poii- 
.tiques. etaient en train de 
s'inscrire massivement pour les 
flections : unc maniere 
d’insinuer que lc boycott des is- 
lamistes n'a aucun effet sur la 
population. 

De ces prises de position 
naissent des provisions pessi 


in isles. Pour l:t celebre depute- 
I'emmc Toujan Fay cal. le boy¬ 
cott dcs islamisies sera mainte- 
nu jusqu'au bout "suuf si le roi 
itucrvicni *■. Quant au depute is- 
lamistc Ibrahim Kilani. il pre- 
voit ircrtes un dialogue entre le 
gouvemement el ['opposition 
mais sans resuitats prohants. 

S'achcmine-i-on vers unc 
impasse ? (1 est encore trap tot 


pour re pond re. Scion certains 
observateurs politiques. il est 
preferable pour le gouveme¬ 
ment que les islamisies partici- 
pent aux elections, quitle a 
faire des concessions car 
I’enjeu est de taille. Si lc pou- 
voir en place ne fes prend pas 
en compte. leur courant extre- 
miste pourrait avoir recours a 
{'action clandestine ou meme a 


la violence. Pereonne ne sou-, 
haitc bien sur Ia rfpetition du 
cauchemar algfrien en Jorda- 
nie. Dfja. un dirigeant du Front 
(faction islamique. favorable 3 
la participation. au scrutin de. 
no ve mb re. propose one. cohff- 
rence gfnfrale du mouvement 
islamique pour -examiner 
I'ensemble de la situation poli¬ 
tique et pas seulerneni la ques- 


tion'deselections'. De son oMfij,'; 
le rfdacteur . enchef^du 
Doustour a appelf is. qne coo- ' 
ferenqe natitmale entreJe: gpdr; 
vemement. et foppo^ti^ car 
•tout le mimde esr cn crise _ - 
dans ce pays*. Qui fehSita? ^ 


' i: 
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Suleiman S weiss -:. ’ ! ’ 


Le dernier examen des electeurs 

Pendant que les coulisses du pouvoir bruissent de declarations et de contre- ., 
declarations , la democratic suit son cours. L’etablissement des listes d’etecfeiirk V 
s'achevera a la mi-aoUt. D'apres les estimations gouvemementales, a prendre qvf ai¬ 
des pincettes, 1,5 million de personnes pourraient voter le 4 novembre prochdin. ^ 

Depuis sained! dernier, les «wui&; , 

d’examens sont enltes en jeu. Jusqu'5 la mi-aoflL ils sont char¬ 
ges d'ctablir les listes dffmitives des £lecteurs pour les pro-. 
chaines legislatives, fixfes offidellement par Je gouvememenr- . 
au 4 novembre. Leur travail prend trois formes: 

1. En tenner Ics demand es de transfer! de bureau devote.; 
Cela conceme toutes les personnes qui ont changf de domicUe-. - 
ct qui souhaitent s'inscrire dans leur nouvelte circonscriptioh. . 
Elle ont eu tout le mais de juiilet pour foraiuler cette demanded v 
qui est main tenant examinee par les comitfs. - - 

2. Suppriraer des listes les personnes qui n'ont plus ie droit 
de voter, il s'agit par exemple d'individus qui ont 6 t£ condam- .- 
nes pour des crimes de droit commun. Les coiiiitfs d'examen, 
pour e'tablir cette «liste noire*, se rensergnent auprfs des tribu- 
nuux et de i'dtat civil. 

3. Inscrira les jeunes flecteurs qui ont eu 18 ans avant. le.3!. 

juiilet dernier. ' ’ ' ; T 

! Ces operations d'enregistrement sur les listes f lectorales de- : 

| mandent route Une sfrie de justifichtTfs. Le carrffet'de femiHe 
* * par exemple esl indispensable pour s'inscrire. Aiflant detraras- . 

• series 'administratives paS tbqjciurs facilfes a ‘saisit - Plusieuss 
habitants d'Amman et de Jfcash se sont ainsi plaints d'une pro- . 
cedure jugee corapliqufie et fasddieuse. Dans certains villages, 
on ne trouvait pas dc photomatons pour foumir les photos 
d'identite pourtant exigfes par les bureaux d'inscription.B 

SiLS. 
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Avant de pouvoir voter dans leur nouvelle circomcrip- 
lion, les electeurs qui ont change de domicile doivent 
avoir Vaccord des comites examinateurs. 


.V., 

• t - 
i-u 



Vacances 


Les Jordaniens revent de quitter leur pays 

En France comme dans le royaimie hachemite. Fete, c'est laperiode des vacances scolaires. Mais 
contrairement aux Frangais, les Jordaniens n 'en profitem pas vraiment. Et rares sont ceux qui partent a 
Fetranger. Question de temps mais surtout d'argent et de tradition. 



Les sacrees vacances desLrangais 

Aujourd'hui, avec cinq semaines de conges payes, jls fnetfent 
un soin tout particuUer d choisir leurs destinations et; 
leursactivites estivales. - . 


C’est traditionnellement sur les plages d’Aqaba que se 
retrouvent les Jordaniens pour prendre du repos . 


Associe SI la detente, 
a la parcsse, au plaisir ou a 
1 'uventure. le mot «vacances* 
represente tout un monde 
d'espoirs aux yeux des enfanis 
et.des adulfes. Les cfichfs qu'on 
ne cesse d’entendre et de rdpfit- 
er, comme ^bientSl les vacan- 
ccs*. «.nous partons en vacan¬ 
ces 4 ou «que foites-vous pour 
les vacances ? *. font partie de 
noire quotidien le plus banal. 
Mais & y bien rCflfichir. 
qu'entend-on exactemenl par ce 
mot ? Pour les occideniaux. les 
vacances. c'est l'aventure. la dtf- 
couverte d'un nouveau pays. 
Souvent. les gens, les ftudiants 
notamment, travatilent dans le 
seul le but de parti r h 1 'f tranger. 

En Jordanie. en revanche. les 
vacances sont rarement lifes 5 
a« destinations iointaines. 
Lidfe meme de voyage, sans 
quiner pour autant son pays, 
n'est pas un but en sol. Pour- 
quoi ? Pour une question 
□ argent tout simplemenL Plus 
de S0% des Jordaniens n'ont 
pas les moyens de se payer un 


voyage & I'ftranger ou meme de 
partir a la decouverte de leurs 
propres richesses touristiques. 
Pendant leurs 15 perils jours de 
congfs payfs. ils descendent 
parfois h Pftra mais le temps 
d'une joumfe seuiemenL Passer 
quelques jours dans un hotel 
d'Aqaba avec toute sa famille 
devient tout de suite plus com- 
pliquf. 

Vacances en famille 

Pour Khaled, jeune employe 
de banque, programmer ses va¬ 
cances n'est pas I'une de ses pri- 
ontds : «£n ce moment, je suis 
en train de faire des economies 
pour pouvoir me marie r dans 
deux ou trois ans. Alors, les 
voyages, j'oublie ! », d& I are-t¬ 
il sur un ton sarcastique. La sit¬ 
uation est differenie pour 
Omar, ie fils gStd : tPapa est 
riche ; je peux done faire ce 
que je veux»... 

Et puis il y a le poids des tra¬ 
ditions sociales. lei, les parents 
ne laisscnt pas toujours leurs 
enf ants etudiants se faire de 
I'argent de poetic : les petits 


Environ 35 millions de Fraixjais pari 
tent chaque ann& en vacances dont; 
fdtranger, en gdndraf vers les pays mdaitora- 
n&ns.- Pour ceux 
qui restent fiddles 
au rourisme intra- 
mu ros -et ils sont cte. 
plus en plus nom- 
brcux-, la moiti€ 
choisit les bonis de 
mer, plufiflt que la 
montagne. Mais les 
vacances dans Ie 
terroir gagnent du- 
terrain. Ces der- 
niSres ann&es, Jes 
gftes ruraux et 
chambres d’hStes 
sont devenus tr&s 

populaires, Ie fin ‘ - 7 - ^ » 

du fin etam de Une groupe de retraites a UL Conquete aes 
boire son bol. de Vosges. 
laft de vache tous 
les matins dans une 
Ferme. 

Traditionnellement les Fran$ais se font b 6 - 
berger par la famille ou les aims s&ns.qublier. 
que 14% de la population possMent une itfei-. 
deuce secondaire. 

Le tourisme culture! s’est aussi beaueoup 
dfiveloppd. Les villes ont fait des efiForte pour 
mettre en valeur leur patrimoine historique e* 


\ 7 fS:: 

■«* - 'I 


la' culture est devenue. run d^ l»ts 
{^excursion estiyale les 'plus' ea vogue. :-le 
riombre de visiteurs.dans les mus 6 es et les 
.fisstfvab ne erase 
tfaqgmenter. -' Les 

:Treimit& ei les tfgri- - 
adteqrs prenaent 

-'moiBS de vacances 

qoe les autres: De- 
pdls quelqiies temps 
o^jendant; les per- 
$<wmes 3gdes -b£n£- 
-fiaesit - de 
«ammes deJoisirs. 
:.Qti3nc£spar les mur - 

:>‘raapafiiSs ou- des 
.. associations sp6da- 
•'t&fiess. • • -tur 

: .sy#u». * ’ .de 
j odfecjues- 
V vacances^, eri.- par- • 
•’.tie finapcCs parties' 
employeurs.'-a : 
..-pre^pobr mdter les 
families aux. reye-. 
lius modestes & partir. ‘ * 

Mais la rScessktn £cpcpnriqne n'a pas ete 
sans effets sur fes canjpbrterntnts des e^i- 
vancs. ns cboisissent desocmafe de r£dmre 
feura.s^tMirs.et rexdigraient.un. repos certes 
merits "mais surtout &onoinique.; ■- 


Le Jonrdam 


boulots d'fitfi, pas avant d'avoir 
termine les etudes. Alia etudie 
& I'univcrsite de Jordanie. Ses 
parents font amoris£e h travail- 
ler I'fite pour gagner un peu 
d'argent mais pas question de la 
laisser partir en vacances seule 
■ ou avec des amis. *Cela riduit 
les occasions de partir d 
I'avemure, regrette la jeune 
fiUe, et nous contraint aux vis¬ 
iles des pays voisins avec la fa¬ 
mille*. 


•La Jordanie est un pays 
conservaleur. avoue un p&re de 
famille. on deni a nos tradi¬ 
tions et a nos coutumes. C'est 
vrai que de plus en plus nous 
essayons d'imiter les Ameri- 
cxdns mais nos deux cultures 
restent radicalement diffi- 
rernes. Ainsi les enfanis restent 
lardivement dependants des 
parents qui se chargent de 
toutes leurs depenses juqu'au 
jour du mariage*. 


Partir en vacances loin, ufcs 
loin d'ici reste l'an des vaeux les 
plus chers de la plupart des Jor¬ 
daniens mais ce n&ve reste en¬ 
core inaccessible. Les chiffres 
Ie confirment. Plus d'un million 
dc Jordaniens sont allds & 
I'dlranger en 1996 mais 6 % 
d'entre eux seuiement faisaient 
du tourisme. ■ 

Ran a Kawatr-Bagaeen 


Fin du festival de Jerash : 
programme du 7 au 10 aout 


Au theatre 
sud 

A partir de 20h30 

7 aout 
Le chanteur 
Kazim AJ-Sahir 
(Iraq) 

8/9/10 aout 
La chanteuse 
Nawal Zughbi 
(Li ban) 

Au theatre 
nord 

A partir de 20h30 
7/8 aout 

Ensemble floklo- 
rique roumain : 
les Junni Brasovului 

9 aout 

L'orchestre baroque de 
Montreal (Canada) 

10 aout 

L'orchestre du conservatoire 
national de musique de Jor¬ 
danie 



- Au theatre Artemis 

A partir de 20H3G 

7 aout 

Le joueur de oud Saicber Hat- 
tar (Jordanie) 

8/9/10 aout 

Farhoud, JUs de robin des 
bois, une com£die pr 6 sent& 



par 1 ’ association des artistes 
jordaniens. 

Au theatre. 
Sons et Lumieres 

A partir de 20b30 

Tao&t ..: 

Groupe folklorique de K&-.■. 
rak 

8 aoUt 

Le groupe local Los Morenos 

9 aout - - 
Groupe musical "de 
I'universitfi d’bbid 

* IOqotit •• 
Groupe musical de 
1’university PhiJadelphie ptbs 
, .d'Anunan . .. .j 

Au theatre Garasia 

7 aoGt :■. >. 
20b00 Soi rfie podsie 
2Ih30 Duo' piano et giuiare: 
(Jordanie) 

8/9 aotit 

20h00 Une com&Iie- locale 
Cinq mannequins . e r£. une 
femme f~ • 

21h30 Le chanteur Ahmad- 
Al-FaJeh 

lOao&t 

C 6 r£monie de clfitizre 
20hl5 Le chanteaor A K 
Tantawi . 

21h00 Le chanteur. iChafed 
Yousef ••*'. 
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Van der Post 

bravura, the 108-page mail order 
.Cartier has launched to celebrate the 
V ° f ,ts f “««ling is hard , 0 txi 

^Si-JSSte-ae meam ». ta o^cS ° ^ 

. i- > ^ dp ; vwth a catalogue in which the least expend 
will set you back £530. A Les MustwS 
j? 25, a classic 18-carat pink gold ring set 
£1 ’" 5 ’ while wnuTof th^oS 
designs, the grand set piece colliers for in- 
\ >::., instance; run out around £325 000 IOr 

Ion e’ nu ™"* an ad- 
^^ S ,OD f0f die designs produced in Cartier's 
\\ -V I ^ay aeneraUy accepted by Cartier itself as 
: • •* r:weH as by auction- ’ 85 

"** ^° D "^ 

pend own some o"f ,*; 

anniversary cats- jwj 

the old design tra- jjf. 1 

suit the dazzling 

: ston es Iisdian ms- - 

: bracelets with the •JjjJ?. * /MKjjp 

• watch faces con- >/W • 

\ cealed behind ba- 
■ guetto-cut dia- , - ; ' 

monds or “*„-■ J... 

combinations of [fy 
ruby cabucbons |£5&‘ 

and emeralds. . " iu iB wpp- 

Then there are 

pieces using the tiger and pambere motifs so be¬ 
loved of the Duchess of Windsor, rich gold and 
black lacquered pens with watches in the tops, 
matching lighters and Art Deco influenced liz- 
■ - ardskin handbags. 

. All come in limited editions only in numbers 
that are weighted with historical significance for 
Cartier. Some of the designs are one-offs; some 
| . are made in editions of just three (representing 

the famous three-band rolling ring and the three 
Cartier shops in Paris, London and New York), 
others in batches of 150 (the age of the house of 
Cartier) and yet others in editions of 1847, the 
year it was founded. 

A few of the most popular designs sold al¬ 
most immediately, many sight unseen; bought 
straight off the catalogue pages. An- exquisitely 
simple evening bag topped with a jewelled pan- 
tbere clasp, after the style of the designs the 
house did for the Duchess of Windsor, sold out 
its edition of three straight from the catalogue, at 
£30,000 each. 

The sapphire and diamond collier (total of- 
690 sapphire beads and four Ceylon cushion- 


me to buy a ‘Guantanamera!’ full of 

Cartier style .„ it „,j c ,jr>m life 

age mad order TSd\ addin S U P lo **>ui 28 carats. W ■ l ■ W I I I I ■ III 

o n.iZ.'z “ “ » bagueate-cut diamonds totallina 32 7 7 




rtier style 

shaped sapphires adding up lo about 28 carats, 
as well as 89 baguette-cut diamonds totalling 32 
frw) sold immediately, as did the 15 wonder- 
fuj pens in 18 carat yellow gold with a watch in 
the hd (all at £14.150 a time), while oil 150 ex- 
sim P ]c Pktinum watch 

sold out at £14.400 each. 

But there are plenty of fine examples left and 
anybody interested in buying into the Cartier 
Myle and wanting a catalogue of the Les Collec- 
d * Cartier *tauld telephone 0171- 
for a (free) copy. It is beautifully sums 
required to own a piece can gaze at the pictures 
and marvel at the human skill, artistry and inge¬ 
nuity that went into making them. 

Beautiful as the items in the Collections Pri- 

_ vees arc, they 

_ pate beside the 

iff/ 1 gj/ttering beauty 

Bp**?chive pieces that 
■ ■■ have been put to- 

-jflli ^^ti'sh Museum 
apfc S By ^ die Museum 

jK B gy of Modem Art in 

WzSSf ■ make an anniver- 

xMm sary exhibition. 

[ y^m .jf&BBf These are on 

Hw show at the Mu- 

scum of Modem 

February ] next 
JgaHBBp year they can be 

seen at the Brit- 
3mMBw ish Museum. AH 

||Bv the exhibits 

, ,ly . (which include 

mgUF jewellery, clocks 

JHhBf and watches as 

well as objets 
mWMW d’art such as cig- 

mS/UF arette and vanity 

cases) are from 
aUr the years 1900- 

Wf 39. All are his- 

v tone designs 

W from Cartiers 

r most creative 

years and most 
are of quite stun¬ 
ning beauty the 
cigarette cases in 
enamelled gold, 
agate, emerald, 
rubies and dia¬ 
monds set in 
platinum, the jade mystery clock, the cigarette 
holder of jade, onyx and diamonds, the vanity 
cases in turquoise and pearl. 

As David Warren, director of Christie’s jew¬ 
ellery, puts it: “Any jewellery from Cartier’s 
heyday is keenly sought after by collectors. In 
the first half of this century, Cartier's fantastic 
designs led the jewellery world and so today any 
sale of prewar Cartier designs is more or less 
guaranteed to be a sell-out 
“We have held two Cartier-only sales [in 
1992 and 1993] and both were a huge success 
with collectors around the world. Fortunately, 
these were Cartier’s most prolific years so 
enough pieces come up to allow quite a few peo¬ 
ple to build a collection.” 

This is a-a wonderful chance to see these rare 
archive pieces. For those who cannot get to the 
exhibitions, there is an appropriately sumptuous 
book, Cartier 1900-1939 by Judy Rudoe (£50 
hardback, £20 paperback) which tells the whole 
remarkable story. ■ 

Financial Times Syndication 


By Kevin Thomas 
HOLLYWOOD— “Guan- 
taramera!” is a screen val¬ 
edictory most filmmakers 
would envy, a funny and 
poignant comedy unfold¬ 
ing on a trouble-plagued 
journey from Guantanamo 
to Havana. The film 
(unrated, in Spanish, with 
English subtitles) is a 
heartfelt expression of a 
love of life and a brave 
acceptance not only of the 
inevitability but the neces¬ 
sity of death. 

With his health failing. 

Cuba’s leading director, 
the late Tomas Gutierrez 
Alea. collaborated with 
Juan Carlos Tabio. an 
esteemed writer and direc¬ 
tor in his own right, on 
two final films, this one 
and ■‘Strawberry and 
Chocolate.” 

Both show a Cuba beset 
by poverty and hardship, 
an economic system 
breaking down before our 
eyes. Yet at the same time, 
both films celebrate the 
Cuban people in their 
warmth, humor and resil¬ 
ience and both abound 
with a love of Cuba. 

Gutierrez Alea. who 
died last year after a long 
battle with lung cancer, 
first made his mark in 
world cinema with his 
1968 masterpiece, “Mem¬ 
ories of Underdeve top- 
mem." It was a penetrat¬ 
ing study of a handsome 
upper-middle-class man, 
not unlike Gutierrez Alea 
himself, who makes a last- 
minute decision not to flee 
with his family to Miami 
when Castro takes power 
and instead stays to see 
what the Communist Despite poverty Cuban 
future holds for him. 

An early idealistic Cas¬ 
tro supporter and a founding member of Cuba's 
respected Cinematographic Art and Industry Institute. 
Gutierrez Alea expressed in his films his attempts to 
embrace Marxism and his increasing disenchantment 
with its consequences. 

■Guantanamera!." accompanied by the famous song 
on the soundtrack, involves a journey, one of the most 
ancient metaphors for the passage" of life that, on¬ 
screen. has yielded such classic movies as John Ford's 
"Stagecoach" and Ingmar Bergman's . "Wild 
Strawberries.” 

In "Guantanamera!," Carlos Cruz plays Adolfo, a 
government bureaucrat who has lost his standing. He 
sees a chance to regain it with a cumbersome gas¬ 
saving, cost-cutting scheme that would require that a 
hearse be stopped at every town along the way to a 
burial destination to have its casket transferred into a 
local hearse (thus no given city would use more than 
its gas ration). When someone close to Adolfo dies, he 
finds himself at the mercy of the time-consuming sys¬ 
tem he has devised. 

So many stops allow for much to happen, most sig¬ 
nificantly the continual crossing of paths of Adolfo's 
wife, Gina (Mirtha Ibarra), and one of her former stu¬ 
dents, Mariano (Jorge Rsrugorria). 

A respected and outspoken economies professor, 
Gina has given up her career in sheer frustration over 





Despite poverty Cubans are depicted in the film as warm and resilient 


the state of Cuba and her sense of powerlessness to do 
anything about it and has resigned herself, more or 
less, to be a dutiful, traditional Latina wife. 


Mariano, who was smitten by his elegant professor 
and even once sent her a love letter (she was flattered 
but didn’t respond), is stunned to see her again. 

A truck driver, Mariano regularly travels between 
Guantanamo and Havana with his partner. Ramon 
(Pedro Fernandez), and is used to having casual sex 
along the way. But the handsome, husky Mariano is 
confronted with the emptiness of his life when he 
encounters Gina for the first time in several years. 

A woman in her 40s. Gina is beautiful but worn; 
seeing Ramon again has made her look and feel young 
again. A family friend. Candido (Raul Egiiren). travel¬ 
ing with Adolfo and Gina, warns her that he Jet his 
own life become "smaller and smaller." Gina sees a 
way out with Mariano, but will she take it? 

Meanwhile, Adolfo becomes increasingly exasper¬ 
ated with the constant transferring of the casket from 
hearse lo hearse. 

Gutierrez Alea and Tabio recall Jean Renoir in their 
ability to embrace people in their love of nature and 
with all their flaws. Crucial to "Guantanamera's” 
impact is that the filmmakers are able to view Adolfo, 
despite his insensitivity and self-absorption, with 
compassion. 


Ibarra. Gutierrez Alea’s wife of 22 years and his fre 
quent leading lady, and Perugonia make Gina and 
Mariano as irresistible as the characters they played so 
unforgettably in "Slrawberry and Chocolate." Perugor 
ria created in the earlier film one of the most memora 
blc gay characters in world cinema, a man who mighJ 
be effeminate and at times flamboyant but is of- 
staunch character and principles. Here. Perugonia 
plays a rugged guy whose macho looks and behavior 
mask considerable sensitivity. 

In "Guantanamera!.’’ Ibarra is portraying a woman 
of dignity and superior intelligence forced to admit 
that her life is drying up on her. 

We've met many Ginas and Marianos in films 
before this, bur the direction, the writing and the act¬ 
ing combine to make them seem-extraordinary here. 
What’s more, the rest of the cast and their roles" arc ujP 
to the standards of the film's stars. 

Funny, rueful, infinitely moving, '■Guantanamera!' 11 
does not take its leave without a lovely touch of magic s 
realism. And Gutierrez Alea has taken leave of us with 
a film that has a quality of abundance—of wit. affec-e 
lion and wisdom—that so often seems to have all bug 
vanished from the screen. ■ s 

S 

Z.4 Times- Washington Post* 
News Service- 
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‘Push Technology’, the 
Internet’s killer app 



Who sets the standards for the Internet? 

The Internet Board of 
Directors 


By Jawad Abbassi 

Special to The Star 
UPON ENTERING a book 
shop and asking for a stack of 
A4 white paper, the salesper¬ 
son gives us what is needed 
and we go on our way, pro¬ 
vided we've paid our dues! 

The salespersons never, or 
shouldn't, ask us what we 
mean by ”A4 white paper”. 
This underlines the useful¬ 
ness of standards, be they in 
the stationary world, shoe 
sizes or sun tan lotions. 

Similarly, computers and 
networks need standard pro¬ 
tocols to communicate prop¬ 
erly. We log into our Internet 
accounts using various Oper¬ 
ating Systems and applica¬ 
tions; some people may use 
Eudora mail reader for the 
Mac OS, others use the Spry 
Mail for Windows 3.1. some 
others might use Netscape or 
Explorer and so forth. Never¬ 
theless. these diverse applica¬ 
tions still are able to perform 
the basic functions of receiving 
and sending email, which is 
solely because they all conform 
to the standard set for email 
exchange. Post Office Protocol 
Ver. 3 (POP3). 

The same applies to the 
Internet mail hosts that also 
communicate and exchange 
moil for their users properly 
despite the. fact that the hard¬ 
ware and operating systems 


can range from Sun servers to 
Apple Macintosh. The stan¬ 
dard protocol used in this 
case is the Simple Mail Trans¬ 
fer Protocol (SMTP). Bat who 
actually sets these standards 
and by what authority? To 
answer this question, a look at 



the Internet Architecture 
Board (IAB) is necessary. 
While the word “board" might 
suggest a very formal body of 
highly paid executives dressed 
in Armani suites, the reality is 
much different. According to 
the official Web based profile 
of the IAB, the group of 13 
people are volunteers drawn 
from the fields of academia, 
teleco mmunica tions and the 
computer industry. 

The IAB members “meet” 
over phone conferences that 


take into consideration die dif¬ 
ferent time zones; in the past, 
all members were from the US. 
but now they span the world, 
from the US to Australia. The 
IAB oversees the work of the 
Interne t En gineering Task 
Force (IETF) and the Internet 
Engineering Steering Group 
(IESG) in proposing, drafting 
and adopting standards to be 
used on the Internet Once a 
standard is adopted, suppliers 
of equipment can insure inter¬ 
operability between their vari¬ 
ous products because they 
conform to the standard. The 
DESG— a group of specialists 
in various Internet related 
fields like computers and tele¬ 
communications— 
coord inates the work of the 
IETF which is established to 
assess and formulate new 
standards and the technical 
issues involved. The IESG is 
delegated the responsibility of 
initiating all action towards 
moving up a certain protocol to 
become an Internet standard. 

Another very important role 
of the IAB is to co ordinate the 
work of the IETF with other 
bodies active in information 
technology standards such as 
the ITU-T (which sets the 
modem standards). An example 
would be the setting up of the 
ad-hoc committee that discusses 
the management of Top Level 
Domain on the Internet and its 


By Jabra F. Ghneim 

Special to the Star 
FORGET ABOUT the browser, 
the radical furore of media 
beyond the Web is here. 

Years ago, 1 used to watch a 
TV series starring Max Hed- 
rom. In this series, a ‘•broad¬ 
casting" company of some sort 
controlled the world, through 
TV shows. It monitored its rat¬ 
ings every second. It could even 
monitor the effect a certain 
show would have on ratings. 
People were glued to their TV 
sets, watching shows custo¬ 
mized to their exact interests 
and I couldn't, at the time, 
understand how and why. It 
seems that this kind of scenario 
may be upon us sooner than we 
expected. 

“PUSH” technologies prom¬ 
ise to fulfill this scenario. Those 
of us, who are Web addicts, 
now that the Internet is a 
chaotic place to be. We either 
surf aimlessly trying to satisfy 
our natural thirst and hunger for 
knowledge, or get URL 
addresses from the print media. 

subsequent recommendations 
to overhaul and restructure the 
domain name registration sys¬ 
tem with the help of the ITU as 
was announced a couple of 
months ago. The IAB is also in 
charge of overseeing the docu¬ 
mentation of standards and set¬ 
tling disputes between different 
work groups as well as acting 
as an advisor to the Internet 
Society. 

It is ironic that while the 
Internet has steadily moved 
from being a strictly academic 
tool towards becoming highly 
commercialized through adver¬ 
tisements and electronic com¬ 
merce. The people in charge of 
setting the standard protocols 
for its smooth sailing are volun¬ 
teers. The Economist magazine 
suggested that it is high time to 
institutionalize these activities 
in a more structured and non- 
volunteer framework. 

On another standards-related 
note, rumor has it that the IAB 
records its meetings on the US ‘ 
Letter papers and not A4 
ones® 

e- mail: 

Abbassi@netsxooL.jo 


Still, the experience is a waste 
of time. PUSH technology 
promises to change all that. 

The idea is simple. You feed 
information about your person¬ 
ality, preferences, habits, etc. 


into a program, and ‘Web¬ 
casting’ software “pushes” the 
kind of content you like your 
way. It can be in the form of a 
screen saver, or it could reveal 
itself once you connect your 
browser to your provider. With 
a Web-TV you can even 
browse like you do with your 
TV channels. Developments in 
communications which prom¬ 
ise to give high bandwidth and 
optimal performance (ADSL, 
ISDN. Satellite links, etc.) will 
change the way we receive and 
interact with media. These 
high speed mediums will make 
Internet inter-activity a reality. 


So, there will be a lot erf money 
- to be made, and lots of thriHs 
for us viewers/users. 

That is why Microsoft is 
willing to loose miIlians of dol¬ 
lars on its venture with broad¬ 
caster NBC? It is also the rea¬ 
son why Microsoft spent 
millions to acquire a web-TV 
producer? 

With PUSH technology 
media providers will be able to 
push- the content you-need or 
which pleases you, thus guar¬ 
anteeing they have your atten¬ 
tive eyeballs for the longest 
time possible, which is exactly 
what advertisers seek. The: 
delivery medium * for the 
pushed content won’t only be 
the Internet browser, which is 
expected to change in form. 

Pushed content would, be 
delivered through your pager, 
electronic organizer and PDA, 
a web-TV, and even your cellu¬ 
lar phone. Some Arab coun¬ 
tries are taking or have already 
taken the steps to establish the 
infrastructure needed to. use 
this technology since, band¬ 
width will basically make it of 
break it. We hope that other 
Arab countries can cut through 
the bureaucracy and do the 
same. ■ 

e-mail: 

. GbneimJ@go.com.jo 


Internet New s Batch 


NETS goes international 

• NETS. Jordan's leading bul¬ 
letin board service (BBS), has 
announced that users can now 
connect to the service from 
abroad via the Internet. All the 
traveller needs is a copy of 
FirstClass software. Once a 
connection is established with a 
local Internet Service Provider 
(ISP), users simply launch First- 
Class which will take them to 
NETS right away. 

Relatives and friends over¬ 
seas can join NETS and all their 
communications with' ‘Jordan- 
based users will become locaL 
In addition, users will be able to 
conduct ch ats w ith users from 
abroad on NETS, just as if they 


were here. Contact NETS at 
5510101 for more information. 

Bigfoot comes to Arabia 
• Arabia. On. Line has 
announced the launch of Big- 
Foot Arabia, which is the result 
of an alliance with the leading 
provider of Internet and email 
directory devices, BigFooL 

This represents the first com¬ 
prehensive email directory ser¬ 
vice to be offered to users in 
the Arab World. 

The Bigfoot Directory is one 
of the largest and most accurate 
databases for finding family, 
friends and colleagues because 
it includes the largest collection 
of Internet email addresses. 
Check it out at 
wwwjurabia.bigfoot.coaL 
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WiU the Internet be 
N broken up? 

'ABSOLUTE INTERCHANGE without borders' is a slogan 
that Internet users are proud of. Well, from the looks of it. it is 
that same concept of non-limitations that may eventually 
result in the breaking up of the Internet into smaller, more 
regional or continental parts- 

. Problems-are suing on the Internet, regarding the owner¬ 
ship of trademarks and trade names. 

For example,' if you wanted to create your own domain 
nameyou may find out that somebody is already using it. 

In other words, somebody registered your name first with 
the central organization responsible for allocating domain 
names, called Network Solutions. If you. for example, regis¬ 
tered a company which is called ‘Integrated Baric Mechanics' 
as. I.B.M for short, then you would own the domain name 
IBM.com. 

In such a case, IBM could not use this name on the Internet, 
lost imagine how a huge company, whose name is interna¬ 
tionally known, has to actually pay you money to give up the 
name. Many people who want to get rich fast can utilize this 
point and register the names of oil sorts of companies, who 
win eventually want to get onto the Internet, to later on collect 
high fees for giving up ownership of these domain names. 

Sometimes, these conflicts arise innocently, when two com¬ 
panies, one in Jordan and one in South Africa, for instance, 
have the same name and one of them registers it first. The 
result is that the other has to use another name! 

Even governmental organizations could lace this serious 
problem. Let’s suppose that somebody in the USA has already 
registered Jordan.com. This means that our government can¬ 
not create a site including information on Jordan under that 
name. They would have to call it Jordan-sites.com or Jordun- 
net.com or .anything else, other than Jordan.com. 

Getting back to the effects of this on business, it is a serious 
problem, with huge legal consequences. After ail. it is a com¬ 
pany's legal right to use its name on any medium, if registered 
in its territory. 

So, how can you handle a medium which is not limited by 
territory. Things even lode set to get more complicated, due 
to plans to appoint 28 companies as official. authorities for 
Internet domain names and registry. 

Should the Internet not be so international. Will we reach a 
stage when the only way to regulate the ’electronic world' is 
by breaking it up into parts, in which you are allowed to use a 
name in your part or section, regardless if it is used in other 
parts: Will the Internet, as a result, even be broken up by 
country one day! 

In such a case, every country or region will have its own 
World Wide Web which you log into separately through dif¬ 
ferent routes. There wouldn't be a problem with email, 
because it can be routed easily from one network to another; 
pretty much like bulletin board services or server solutions 
today allow you to send and receive email from the Internet or 
other networks. 

If the above where to happen, they 'inter* in the word Inter¬ 
net would be removed. I suppose the cool abbreviation we all 
use, calling it the 'net*, may become real if the conflicts of 
interest continue or are not regulated properly. ■ 

e-mail:Zeid_Nasser@nets. comjo 
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England coach says team 
can win without Shearer * 
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High speed international link to the 
Internet backbone provided by MCI. 

System architecture & desiga by 
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LONDON—Although man¬ 
ager Glenn Hoddle has ruled' 

Alan Shearer out of Eng¬ 
land’s two remaining World 
Cup qualifying matches 
against Moldova and Italy, he 
is still confident h£s men can 
win regardless. 

. “He (Shearer) won’t be 
around for Italy or Moldova, 
that’s for sure,” Hoddle ^ 
told Reuters on 
Tuesday after 
a news con- 

ference to V 

announce a / 

sponsorsbi 
p deal. 

The New- 
castle striker • 
told a news¬ 
paper at the weekend that he 
did not expect to be back 
before the New Year and 
Hoddle said even that could 
not be taken for granted. 

“It is a blow.” the manager 
had confessed earlier. “He’s 
one of the best strikers in the 
world but the positive side for 
us is that it hasn't happened 
five days before the game.'' 

The most recent evidence 
suggests that England can 
even do quite nicely without 
him Bp-front. . 

“Last time we played Italy 
in the Tournoi (de . France), 
Alan didn’t play and we won 
convincingly,” said Hoddle. 

Shearer was rested during 
England’s opening game 
against Italy of the four- 
nation Tournoi in France last 
June and despite bis absence 
Hoddle’s men won 2-0. 

With Shearer, they had lost 
1-0 against Italy in a World 
Cup qualifier in February at 
Wembley. 

“Your chances are obvi¬ 
ously going to be Less by tak¬ 
ing that player out of your 
side” said Hoddle, but he 
added that it did not matter so 
long as the side still boasted 
sufficient talent to measure up 
against their opponents. 

Shearer’s injury happened 
in July, during a pre-season 
friendly against Chelsea at 
Everton's Goodison Park, 
when he went over on his - 
right ankle on the wet turf. 

It was a freak occurrence, 
with no other player to be 
blamed, unlike a tackle last 


Thursday that injared fellow, 
international striker Robbie 
Fowler. 

Fowler damaged knee liga¬ 
ments in a pre-season friendly 
for Liverpool against a Nor¬ 
wegian select team in Oslo 
and is expected 
to miss the start 
of the season 
this weekend, 
although he 
« should be fit 

in time for the 
World - Cup 
qualifiers. ' 

. England' play Mol¬ 
dova at Wembley, Sept. H), 
and group leaders Italy at 
Rome’s Olympic Stadium, 11 
October. 

“In a football game you are 
going to get iiquries, its just 
unfortunate that its happened 
to two of our prolific goal- _ 
scorers really, so early in the ' 
season,” said Hoddle. 

Hoddle said be was sure 


striker Teddy Sberingham’s 
move from Tottenham to 
Manchester United as the 
retired Eric Cantona’s 
replacement would turn out to 
be a very positive develop¬ 
ment for both player and club. 

He even raised a few eye¬ 
brows by suggesting that, far 
from being overawed by 
Champions’ League appear¬ 
ances for United, Sberingham 
was actually used to a bigger 
arena than Cantona.. 

“Eric Cantona for all the 
great things he has done for ^ 
United, wasn’t playing inter- • 
national football. 

“So I think" that will be an 
added bonus that I think die 
United fans will see over the 
coming months." 

United start .the season on 
Saturday as most people's 
favourites, for a. fifth league - 
title rince3993. 

Hoddle said the new sea- " 
sou, with players fighting to 


get into the World Cup reck¬ 
oning in the Tun-np to the 
finals in France next year, 
would be more exciting than 
ever. 

He recognised that die arri¬ 
val of a new wave of foreign 
talent had pur the squeeze on 
home-grown players and 
envisaged a time when Eng¬ 
lish' premier league sides all 
had between seven and eight 
foreigners on their books. But 
he said top level players—the 
t PauI Scholes, David Beck- 
Jams and Nicky Butts— 
would always flourish and 
some of the less glamorous 
clubs would grow in stature. 

“Football is on the up at the ] 
moment, its fashionable and ’ 
people want to see their sides 
playing good, fashionable- 
football,” he said. “I think' 
that some of the best football 
I saw last season was from 
Coventry.’’ ■ 





























































